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subject connected with the furnishing stationery. 
In this view of the case, can any one doubt about 
the resolution to raise the committee being in or- 
der? Without it, the reception of the memorial 
would be a vain and useless work. He contended 
the resolation was in order, and that the point of 
order by his colleague could not be sustained. 
Now, sir, as the committee proposed to be raised, 
he would say, let the powers of this committee be 
commensurate with any and all abusesthat may 
have been or that could be practised. 

The memorialist submits himself to the House, 
and as he understood it (said Mr. L.) invited in- 
vestigation. Itought to be made. Indeed, under 
the circumstances, the application of the CLERK 
comes with scrupulous propriety. 

He, for one, never would hesitate; never would 

about authorizing an inquiry in cases where 
any suspicions existed, or charges were made 
against the official deportment of the CLer« or any 
other officer of the House. And he was pleased 
to see the fair and open manner in which the 
Crerk on this occasion appealed to the House to 
have the matter examined fully and thoroughly. 

Mr. L. proceeded to say, that whilst up, he 
would take the opportunity of remarking, that 
although he would most cheerfully vote for the re- 
solution to raise a Select Committee, in pursuance 
of the CLerk’s request, as made in his memorial, 
yet he thereby meant no sort of disrespect to the 
honorable gentlemen composing the majority of 
the Committee on Accoun's. He had full 
confidence in those gentleman, and entertained 
no doubt that they had done every thing 
which appeared to them to be required by the 
terms of the resolution under which they acted. In- 
deed, since their report, enough has occurred to 
render the course now | kely to be taken, accepta- 
ble tothem. He had no doubt it would be. 

Mr. LEET remarked that he did not feel any 
desire further to debate the point of order—he look- 
ed upon itas utterly unsustainable. If, said he, 
he could not be allowed to proceed with what he 
esteemed it proper for him to say, he would move 
the previous question on the appeal of his colleague 
(Mr. Perrixin] from the decision of the Crair up- 
on the point of order. 


Mr. PETRIKIN asked his colleague, [{Mr. 
Leet,] to withdraw the motion for the previous 
question, and he would save all further difficulty 
by a proposition which he purpesed making. 

Mr. LEET then withdrew his motion; when 

Mr. PETRIKIN withdrew his appeal; and, for 
the parpose of saving further discussion, moved the 
previous question on the adoption of the resolution; 
which received a second, and the main question be- 
ing ordered, the question was taken, and the reso- 
lution was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House the fol- 
lowing communications: 

1. Letter from the Secretary of War, in compli- 
ance with a resolution of the House of Representa- 
lives of the 9th instant, containing the report of the 
board of officers appointed to prepare a plan for 
the defence of the Northern and Northeastern fron- 
ters. Oa motion of Mr. HAND, refe red to the 
Commitiee on Military Affairs, and ordered to 
be printed. : 

2. Letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, in 
compliance with a resolution of the House of the 
6h April, respecting the trade with Mexico. On 
motion of Mr. PETRIKIN, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

3. Deposition, in relation to the New Jersey 
election. On motion of Mr. PETRIKIN, referred 
to the Committee on Elections. 

Various Senate bills, of a private cheracter, 
taken from the Speaker's table, read twice, and 
appropriately referre4. 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

Mr. W. C. JOHNSON offered a resolution 

Which ligs over) setting apart the 13th and 14th of 
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May next for the consideration of business relating 
to the District of Columbia. 

The House then, on motion of Mr. JONES, 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means, 
went again into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of tha Union, (Mr. Casey of Illinois in the 
chair,) and resumed the consideration of the 

GENERAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 

Mr. PETRIKIN had the floor, and, after soma 
pretty caustic remarks in reply to a part of the 
speech of Mr. Oate, which referred move particu- 
larly to himself, he went into a discussion on the 
subject of the expenditures on the public buildings, 
insisting that, though the extravagance was unde- 
niably great, neither the President nor his Cabinet 
was responsible for it, but Congress and the archi- 
tect, whom he accused either of dishonesty or in- 
competence. 

Mr. P. having concluded a speech of considera- 
ble length, 

Mr. KEIM of Pennsylvania -was about replying 
to so much of Mr. Oar’s speech as had reference 
to “Old Berks;” when 

Mr. COOPER of Pennsylvania informed him 
that Mr. Oare had left the House from indisposi- 
tion; upon which, 

Mr. KEIM said he should defer his reply till 
that gentlemen wasin his seat. He would only 
now say that the charge of Federalism either 
against that county or himself as its Representative 
cou'd not be sustained before honorable men. 

Mr. CO@PER said Mr. Octe had not charged 
Mr. K. with having been a Federalist, but had 
merely said that anti-bank Democratic Berks was 
represented by his honorable colleague, who was 
the president of a bank. 

The debate was continued at great length by 
Messrs. REYNOLDS, STEENROD, (and WISE 
in explanation.) 

Mr. STEENROD having concluded, 

Mr. WELLER obtained the floor, and expressed 
his desire to make some remarks; but, complying 
with the request of several gentlemen, and the hour 
growing late, he moved that the committee rise. 

On the request of Mr. STANLY, Mr. W. with- 
drew the motion, to enable that gentleman to make 
some exolanations, in reply to Mr. Perrikin, on 
some matters relating to the expenditures on the 
public buildings. 

The question being then taken on the motion 
that the commit'ee rise, there appeared—ayes 34, 
noes 43; no quorum voting. 

The CHAIRMAN thereupon rose, and reported 
that fact to the House. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL said that every day, about 
4 o’clock, the House found itself without a quo- 
rum, and it would be impossible to pass the ap- 
propriation bills. He moved a call of the House, 
and asked the yeas and nays on the motion. 

Mr. WISE suggested to Mr. V. not to com- 
mence this severe operation this evening; but that 
the House, by gene‘al consent, should agree to 
meet at eleven o’clock to-morrow. 

(Cries of ‘No, no,” in ali parts of the Hal!.] 

Mr. CRARY moved that the House adjourn;— 
(it being now ten minutes to five.) 

Mr. ANDREWS, alluding to the practice of 
some gentlemen to go home to dinner, and then 
come back to protract the sessions of the House, 
asked the yeas and nays on the motion to adjourn; 
which were ordered, and being taken, were—yeas 
31, nays 64, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Beatty, Bond, Calhoun, Coles, James 
Cooper, Crary, John Ww. Davis, Everett, Gates, Giddings, 
William 8. Hastings, John Hastings, Henry, Charles Johnston, 
McCarty, Maltory, ‘Montgome , Palen, Paynter, Randolph, 
Rariden, Rayner, Ridgway, E. Rogers, Simonton, Taliaferro, 
Toland, Weller, Christopher H. Williams, and Wi 1. 

NAYS—Messrs. Judson Allen, Andrews, Atherton, Black- 
well, Boyd, Brewster. Burke, William O. Butler, William B. 
Campbell, Carroll, Carter, Casey, Ma k A. Cooper, Crabb, 
Craig, Cushing, John Davis, Garret Davis, Deberry, Doig, 
Dromgeole, Earl, Eastman, Bly, Floyd, James Garlaud, 
Gentry, Gerry, Graves, Hand, John Hill of N. C. Holleman, 
Hunt, Jackson, Nathaniel Jones, John W. Jones, Keim, Leet, 

d, Lewis, McClellan, McKay, Marchand, Parmenter, 
Petrikin, Proffit, Randall, Rives, Russell, Samuels, Shaw, 
John Smith, Stanly, Steenrod, Strong, Stuart, Swearinge:.’ 
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Taylor, Trumbull, Turney, Vanderpoe!, D, D, Wagener, Jared 
W. Williams, and Lewis Williams—6. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

And the question recurring on the motion that 
there be acallof the House, the yeas and nays 
were ordered, and, being taken, were—yeas 48, 
nay 55, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adama, Judson Allen, Andrews, Atherton, 
Black, Blackwell, Burke, Carroll, Carter, Connor, Mark A. 
Cooper, Craig, Cushing, John Davis, John W. Davis, Drom- 
goole, Earl, Eastman, Ely, Floyd, Galbraith, Graham, Hand, 
Hotieman, Jackson, Nathaniel Junes, John W. Jones, Keim, 
Lewis, McClellan, McKay, Mallory, Marchand, Parrish, Proffir, 
Rives, Samuels, Shaw, John Smith, Stanly Strong, Swearin- 
gen, Taylor, Trumbull, Turney, Vanderpoel, Jared W. Wil- 
liams, and Lewis Williams—48. 

NAYS—Messrs. Beatty, Bond, Boyd, Anson Brown, William 
O. Butler, William B. Campbell, Casey, James Cooper, Corwin, 
Crabb, Cranston, a Edward Davies, Garret Davis, De- 
berry, Dennis, Doan, Doig, Everett, James Garland, Gates, 
Gentry, Giddings, Habersham, William 8. Mastings, John 
Hastings, Henry, Hill of North Carolina, Hunt, Charles John- 
ston, Leet, Leonard, Lucas, McCarty, Montgomery, Newhard, 
Palen, Parmenter, Paynter, Petrikin, Randall, Rariden, Ray- 
ner, Ridgeway, Edward Rogers, Russell, Simonton, Steenrod, 
Stuart, Taliaferro, Toland, Weller, John White, Christopher 
H. Williams, and Wise—55. 

So the call was not ordered. 

And then, on motion of Mr. WISE, 


The House adjourned. 





IN SENATE, 
Sarurpay, April 18, 1840. 

The CHAIR presented a message from the Pre- 
sident, in answer to a resolution of the Senate of 
the 30th December, 1839, in relation to the refusal 
of any banks to pay the Government cred.tors in 
specie when demanded, &c. which was lzid on the 
table, and ordered to be printed. 

Also, a report from the Secretary of the Treatu- 
ry, in obedience to a resolution of the Senate of the 
16 h instant, directing the Secretary of the Treasu- 
ry to report te the Sena‘e the annual amounts of 
drawback paid oa the exportation of domestic re- 
fined sugar for each year since the application of 
the drawback system to that exportation; which 
was laid on the tab'e, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. ROANE presented a memorial of citizens 
of Evizabeih county; which was referred to the 
Committee on Claims. 

Mr. PIERCE presented the memorial of Shear- 
born Dearborn, and 

Documents in relation to the claim of Walter 
Hayne‘; which were severally referred to the Co.n- 
mittee on Pensions. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented resolutions of the 
Legisla'ure of New York in favor of a general 
bankrupt law; which were referrel to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HUBBARD presented the petition of John 
Moore; which was referred to the Committee on 
Claims. 

Mr. WALL, from the Committee on the Jadi- 
ciary, to which had been referred two bills to esta- 
blish a uniform system of bankruptcy throughout 
the United States, reported the same without 
amendment. 

Mr. W. said that the minority of the committee 
would, on Wednesday next, present a bill embrac- 
ing their views on the subject. 

Mr. STURGEON, from the Committee on Re- 
volationary Olaims, reported 

A bill for the relief of James McCrory; 

A bi!l for the relief of Frederick Seigle; 

A bill for the relief of John Jordan; and 

A bill for the relief of the heirsof Dr. John 
Ramsey; 
which were severally read, and ordered to a second 
reading; and the reports accompanying each cae 
were ordered to be printed. 

Mr. PRESTON submitted the following resolu- 
tions, which were considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Finance be in- 
strected to inquire into the expediency of suspend- 
ing or ci continuing the branch mints, or either of 
them, and rept by bill or otherwise. 

Resolv ¢d, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of extend- 
ing the limits of the port of New Orleans, 
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Mr. WALKER submitted the follow ng resolu- 
tion, which was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to communicate to the Senate a statement 
of the number of acres of iani proclaimed for sale 
by the President of the United States in that por- 
tion of the States of Mississippi and Alabama 
ceded by the Chickasaw Indians, together with the 
dates of the several proclamations and copies 
thereof; the days upon which the several townships 
were ac'ually offered at sale, the quantity disposed 
of at public sale, and also by private entry, and 
the priees paid, the days when the several “town- 
ships becam? subject to entry at private sale, speei- 
fying the number of acres now remaining uns»ld, 
the various prices at which said quantity remain- 
ing unsold is now subject to entry, specifying the 
ranges, townships, sections, and parts of sections, 
and upon what days said lands so designated and 
specified that may remain unsold will be subject to 
entry at the price of twelve anda half cents per 
acre, and what lands, if any, so designated and 
specified, are now subject to entry at said price. 

The bil for the relief of the owners of the British 
brig Despatch; 

The biil for the relief of Benjamin Parsons; 

The bill for the re‘ief of the representatives of 
Joseph Barnard; 

The bill for the relief of E. W. and H. Smith; 

The bil! for the relief of Pierre Menard, Antoine 
Peltier, and Joseph Placy; 

The bill for the re'ief of the legal representatives 
of Col. Francis Vigo; 

The b:!l for the relief of Converse and Reese; 

The bill forthe relief of Colin Bishop; 

The bill to refund to Noah Miller and others a 
art of the proceeds of the sale of the British sloop 

ary, and cargo, which were captured by them, 
and |ibelled and sold for the benefit of the Unitod 
States; 

The bill-from the House of Representatives for 
the relief of Sution Stephens; 

The bill for the relief of Jon C. Reynolds, late 
disbursing agent of the Government; 

The bill for the relief of Wil'iam Os'een; 

The bill for the relief of Hazard Knowles; 

The bill for the relief of Charles M. Keller and 
Henry Stone; 
were severally read a third time, and passed. 

The bill for the relief of the vestry and church 
wardens of the Pro’estant Episcopal Church of the 
parish of St. Phitip, in the city of Charleston, in 
the State of South Carolina, was taken up on its 
third reading, and, after a very animated dis- 
cussion, in which Messrs. CALHOUN, HUB- 
BARD, TAPPAN, PRESTON, ALLEN, KING, 
WALKER, ‘and DIXON participa‘ed, was read a 
third time, and passed—ayes 19, noes 10. 

ORVERS OF THE DAY. 

The bili for the relief of the corporate authorities 
of the city of Mobile. 

The bill for the relief of Hez:- kiah Cunningham; 

The bill for the relief of James Smith of Ar- 
kansas; 

The bill for the relief of John L. Scott; 

The bill for the relief of Zadoe Martin of Mis- 
sour; 

The bill for the relief of Gregoire Sarpy, or his 
legal representatives; 

The bill for the relief of Daniel B. Bush; 

The bill for the relief of John W. Monette, and 

The bill for the relief of Samuel Crapin; 
were several considered as in Committee of the 
Whole, and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading. 

The bill for the relief of Ira Day of Vermont, 
was indefinitely postponed. 

The bill allowing rations to Brigadier General 
John E. Wool, and George Croghan, was consi- 
dered and discussed at much length by Messrs. 
LUMPKIN, PRESTON, KING, SEVIER,HUB- 
BARD, WALKER, and PIERCE, and the fur- 
ther consideration thereof postponed unt! Friday 
next. 

The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 


Sarvrpay, April 18, 1849. 
Qa molion of Mr. J. GARLAND, the Select 
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Committee appointed yesterday in relation to the 
contracts for stationery was ordered to consist of 
five members, (the number having been acciden- 
tally omitied im the resolution.) And the journal 
was amended accordingly. 

Mr. PAYNTER, by universal consent, pre- 
sented a memorial from the pilots of the Delaware 
Bay, asking the repeal of the law passed the 
seventh of August, 1837, for reasons set forth in 
the memorial. 

The SPEAKER announced that the unfinished 
business of the morning hour was the resola’ion 
heretofore reported by Mr. Br'aas, from the Com- 
mi te2 on Pablic Expenditures, proposing to abo- 
lish the said committee, on the alleged ground that 
its duties had been assigned to other committees. 

Mr. HALL of Vermont, who was entitled to the 
floor, (and who is a member of the said commit- 
tee,) addressed the House in support of the resolu- 
tion, and in reply to some of the opposing argu- 
ments of Messrs. Cosnina and Wise. Mr. H. in- 
sisted that he had heard nothing calculated to 
change the opinion wh'ch he entertained in com- 
mittee when he concurred originally in the resolu- 
tion—namely, that the rule constituting this com- 
mittee had become a dead letter, and that it oaght 
to be abolished. He said the gentlemen who had 
opposed the abolition of the commi't e, had pre- 
sented so little in the way of argument, that what 
they had lacked on that score they had made up in 
denunciation. 

If the attack of the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts [Mr. Cusninc] was energetic and spirited, that 
of the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. W1:5] was 
more so. That gentleman (Mr. Wise] had given 
to the House the fifteenth edition of his speeches 
against this corrupt Administration, and he (Mr. 
H.) had always listened to him with admiration. 
Heretofore he [Mr. W.] had confine! himself to 
his political enemies, now he attacks his political 
friends; and this committee are accused of skulk- 
ing, and having deceived their friends in tis 
louse. 

The hinge (said Mr. H.) on which the subject 
seemed to turn, was, in the opinion of the two gen- 
tlemen, that a new era had arrived in the subject 
of investigation. The gentlemen had been long 
members of the House, and the committee was of 
longstanding. They had never taken any inte- 
rest in it until the present time, and seemed to 
have acquired newborn zeal on the subject. 

It seemed that a new era had arrived in the sub- 
ject of investigation, now that the gentlemen had 
discovered that there was a majority of their own 
friends on the commitiee. But if they would in- 
form themselves of ‘the true history of the commit- 
tee, they would find that during the three sessions 
of last Congress there had also beena majority of 
Opposition members on the committee. There 
were during that Congress five Opposition members 
to four of the Administration. 

Under these circum: tances, he was surprised that 
gentlemen had waited until now before waking up 
or the subject of these investigations. 


Mr. H. said the committee were unanimous 
that their functions had ceased, and went into a 
long argument, founded on the rules, to show that 
the general powers belonging to that committee 
also existed in the other committee, which had been 
organized subs:quently. He showed that the spe- 
cific powers of the Commitiee on Public Accounts 
had been transferred to the Committees on the De- 
partments. He covld find no jurisdiction in that 
committee which had not been transfered to those 
six committees. This committee had n»t madea 
report since the year 1822; but he did nt claim 
any exemption of performance of duties because 
of the neglect of the committee to report heretofore; 
but being of opinion that they had no power to in- 
vestigate, he thoughtit right and proper that the 
committee had reported ihe resolution. If it dilno 
other good, it would at least elicit an expression of 
opinion by the House as to the powers of the com- 
mitiee, and by which he was understuod to say the 
committee would feel bound to abide, for the future 
vovernment of its action. 

Mr. H. had not coneluded when, the hour of one 
haviog arrived, the Speaker announeed the special 
order of the day. 


On leave given, Mr. BIDDLE, from the Com. 
mitiee of Ways and Means, reported a bill in re. 
lation to the Red river rafi, accompanied by an 
adverse repor'; which was referred to the Commit. 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Tne SPEAKER announced the select committee 
in relation to stationery contracts to consist of the 
following gentlemen: 

Messrs. Buaxe of New Hampshire, Baicas of 
Massachasetts, Leer of Pennsylvania, Wisg of 
Virginia, and Dawson of Georgia. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House certain 
depositions im re'ation to the New Jersey election: 
which were referred to the Committee of Elections, 

On leave given, Mr. BLACK presented a me. 
morial from citizens of Savannah, in relation to 
the construction of a custom-house at that place; 
which was, on his motion, referred to the Commit. 
tee on Commerce. 

GENERAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 

The House again resolved itself into Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. 
Casey of Illinois in the chair,) and resumed the 
consideration of the bill making appropriations for 
the civiland diplomatic expenses of the Gover. 
ment for the year 1840. 

Mr. WELLER being entit'ed to the floor on the 
above bill, ia the course of his remarks adverted to 
the proposition to separate the banks from the 
Government. He showed that the financial system 
of the State of Ohio was somewhat similar in its 
details to the Sub-treasury bill; and that it worked 
very well. That not one dollar of the public mo- 
ney could be touched, except by appropriation by 
law. And he argued that if it worked so well in a 
State Government, why could it not be adopted by 
~e General Government, and prove equally bene- 

cial? 

Mr. EVERETT here rose to a point of order. 
He wished to know whether it was proper for the 
gentleman from Ohio to discuss the Sab-Treasury 
bill. 

The CHAIRMAN said he was compelled to de. 
cide, although great latitude of debate had been 
allowed, that the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Wet- 
LER] was not in order. 

Mr. STANLY moved that the gentleman have 
leave to proceed. 
vy Mr. CUSHING wished to know, before the gen- 
tleman was allowed to proceed, whether it was the 
decision of the Cuair that the gentleman was out 
of order. 

The CHAIR replied in the affirmative. 

Mr. CUSHING said if it was to be the under- 
standing, fiom the motion of the gentleman from 
North Carolina, (Mr. Sranty,] that this Jatitade of 
debate was to be al'owed, and the rules were to be 
thus violated, he had a speech upon the subject ef 
the South American and China trade which he 
wished to make, and would give notice, that he 
should avail himself of an opportunity to make 
it on this bill. 

Mr. STANLY made some respcnse to Mr. 
Cusninxe, which was not distinctly understood. 

“. Mr. CUSHING merely wished to know what 
was the decision of the committee. If it should 
determine that gentlemen were to proceed out of or- 
der, he would be compelled to bow with submis- 
sion, but should at the same time avail himself of 
an oppor.unity to make the speech on the subject 
in which he was interested. 

The CHAIR reiterated that hitherto it had been 
customary to permit gentlemen to indu'ge in a lati- 
tudinous course of debate on this bill; but, as he 
was called upon to decide, he must say that the 
gentleman was not in order. 

Mr. DAWSON proposed a compromise—‘hat 
the Crain would permit gentlemen to indulge in 
some latitude on this bill, thoug’ he was opposed 
to it at the commencement, and that, when the 
House should go into committee on other bills, that 
geot!emen would then be confined to a discussion 
of the subject before it. 

Mr. REED, in all his experience, had never 
known such latitude of discussion to be allowed. 
He had proposed to the House at some previous 
time that all such discussions as had been indulged 
in should be permitted on the President’s message. 
But ioasmuch asthe House had refused his propo- 
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sition for that purpose, he hoped that full latitude 
would be permitted. ; ; 
Mr. LEET said that, with the consent of the 
gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Wetter,] who was in- 
disposed on yesterday, he would suggest that he 
{Mr. W.] would defer making a speech bearing on 
the Independent Treasury bill, as it was important 
that action should be taken on the bill which was 
now under consideration. Another bill would 
shortly be introduced, and then the gentleman could 
resent his views on the Independent Treasury. 
r. L. suggested this course, from the considera- 
tion that the House would take action on the civil 
and diplomatic appropriation bill to-day. He 
made this suggestion, not out of any disrespect, but 
from a high concep'ion of his [Mr. W’s] patriotism, 
knowledge of the facts, and his sense of propriety. 
Mr. WELLER was understood to say, he was 
willing to accede to the proposition of his friend 
from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Leet,] provided the com- 
mittee was disposed to take the vote on the bill to- 






day. 

Mr. STANLY again moved that the gentleman 
from Ohio be permitted to proceed. 

The question being put, it was decided in the af- 
firmative. 

Mr. WELLER proceeded, and after some time 
he remarked, that as many gentlemen seemed anx- 
jousto have final action on the bill before the 
House, he would say, that if the committee would 
tuke the vote on the bill to-day, he would defer his 
remarks till some future occasion. 

Mr. LEET remarked, that with the permission 
of his honorable friend from Ohio, [Mr. WeL.ER,] 
he would again most respectfully suggest, that it 
was expedient, w'se, and proper, that final action 
should be had on the bill now before the House. 
Most of the items contained in it were in pursu- 
ance of Jaw, and could not be rejected. No attack 
against such items can be sustained. If they are 
wrong, the laws authorizing them should be re- 
pealed. 

He was pleased to hear his friend from Ohio 
again say that he was willing this course should be 
taken—it was creditable to him. The appropria- 
tion bill, said Mr. L. ought to be passed. Much of 
the money, he understood, was absolutely needed 
by persons, to pay whose salaries it was in- 
tended. 

Mr. HOPKINS here rose to a point of order. 

Mr. LEET remarked that he was through, and 
therefore no point of order need be made. 

Mr. CHINN said he know the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania was out of order; but the object was 
so palpable, and so promotive of the public service, 
that he was anxious that the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania [Mr. Leer] shou'd succeed. He hoped 
no one would interpose further objection. 

Mr. PROFFIT said he objected, and proceeded 
to give his reasons why great latitude should be 
given to this debate. Mr. P. having concluded, 

Mr. WELLER then resumed, and concluded his 
remarks in favor of the Sub-Treasury bill, asd in 
defence of the Administration, which will be given 
hereafter. He was fol'owed by 

Mr. BROWN of Mississippi, who spoke with 
great animation, chiefly on the subject of banks; 
opposing that ef the United States, and advocatin 
the Sab-Treasury scheme; and in the course of his 
remarks he pronounced a eulogium on the charac- 
ler of Mr. CaLnoun. 

Mr. JENIFER inquired whether a certain ex- 
tract which he read from the report of a speech 
made by Mr. Brown while canvatsing before the 
people in Mississippi, was correct; in which he was 
said to have dec'ared that if Mr. Van Buren should 
to-morrow resolve to abandon the Sub-Treasury 
scheme, Mr. B. would no longer advocate i? and, 
also, whether Mr. B. had not been the advocate of 
that system—the issue of post notes—the practical 
resultof which hai almost ruined Mississippi? 

Mr. BROWN explained; admitted that he had 
used the words imputed to him, but said that the 
Teport was garbled, and omitted other parts of his 
speech which would puta different aspect on the de- 
claration, He had only meant that as he was the 
humblest member of his party, if those who were 
its prominent leaders concluded to abandon the Sub- 
Treasury, it would not be for him to assume on his 
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and important a measure: and he should, therefore, 
cease to advocate it before the people. 

As to voting in favor of the issue of post notes when 
first propose by the Secretary of the Treasury, he 
had been in favor of it: but as lately practised by 
the banks in Mississippi, he had been the leader of 


‘those who opposed the measure. 


Mr. EVERETT having obtained the floor for the 


purpose of addressing the committee, without doing | 


so, yielded it to 


Mr. REED, on whose motion the committee | 


rose; when 
On motion of Mr. WISE, 
The House adjourned, 





IN SENATE, 
Monpay, April 20, 1840. 
DEATH OF HON. H. L. WHITE. 

After the reading of the journal, 

Mr. ANDERSON rose and said: 

Mr. Presicent: I rise to perform a very painful 
duty; and adverting to the circumstances in which 
I last saw the distinguished individual of whom I 
am about to speak, it is exceedingly unexpected to 
me. I received, sir, this morning, a few mo- 


ments before I took my seat in this chamber, a let- | 


ter from a friend at Knoxville, announcing the 
death of Judge Wuire, and although we had re- 
cent intelligence of his enfeebled health, I had still 
hoped that it might be restored, and h’s life pro- 
tracted far beyond the present hour. 


In rising, sir, to move the adoption of the resolu- | 
tions which I shall submit to the Senate upon this | 


occasion, in relation to this distinguished man, it is 


not improper to recite briefly a few of the leading | 


facts of his history. 


In doing this, it is not inappropriate to remark | 
that he was a member of this body during the early | 


part of this session, and has often received here the 
honored distinction of presiding ever its delibera- 


tions; and the proceeding which I propose, I am in- | 
foimed by some of the more experienced members | 


of the Senate, is within the analogy of those rules 
under which we offer respect and courtesy to the 
memory of our departed associates. I am sure, sir, 
there is not one of all by whom I am surrounded, 
who will not, under the circumstances, most cheer- 
fully extend the tribute of regard to his character. 


He emigrated at an early day to Tennessee, | 
while yet a youth, and settled near to the very town | 


in which his remains are now deposited. He was 
the descendant ofa father who had participated ia the 
patriotic struggles of our Revolutionary war, and 
who, in trans‘erring his residence to Tennessee, 
brought with him the spirit of enterprise and love 
of country necessary to the settlement of a perilous 
frontier. He received a classical education, and 
soon turned his attention to the study of the law, 
and at once engaged with ardor and success in the 
pursuits of that profession. His associates, from h's 


youth up to the period when he had eatered upcn | 
the duties of manhood, entertained f r him the | 
kindest and most sincere personal attachment, and | 
were gralitied at the rapid progress which he made | 
in the confidence and favor ot the public, in every | 
thing which pertained to the duties of his profession. | 
He was several times elected to the Legislature, | 


feeble shoulders such a weight as that of so great | 


and twice, I believe, sir, placed upon the Supreme | 


bench of the State. 
the measure of private and of public expectation. 


In all these stations he filled | 


His mind was clear and vigorous, and took within | 
its range a vivid perception of the peculiar duties | 


which belonged to each pos'tion. 


Government by hi: appo‘ntment as a commissioner 
under a very important treaty. 
ability with which he executed that trust are we!l 


Subsequently to | 
this, he received a high mark of the confidence of our 


The fide’ity and | 


known to those who cenferred it, and to those who | 


feit, or in any way participated in its action. 
y way p Pp 


It was after this that he was transferred to the | 
higher distinction of a seat in this body; and I am | 


now surrounded by those who have served wih 


him here, and who cn ful'y appreciate his private | 


and public worth. {n all the personal relations of 
his life, athcme and abroad, he stood upon elevated 
ground. His private character was without re- 
proach; and I fee! confident that every Senator will 
concur in this tribute tohis memory. He now lies 
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buried, sir, in the country of his adoption; and I 
trust that we will pass unanimously the resolutions 
which I now submit. 

Mr. A. then sent to the table the following resolu 
tiene: 

Resolved unanimously, That the members of the 
Senate, froma sincere desire of showing every 
mark of respect due to the memory of the Hon. 
Huon L. Waite, late a member thereof, will go 
into mourning forhim one month, by the usual 
mode of wearing crape on the left arm. 

Resolved unanimously, That, as an additional 
mark of respect for the memory ofthe Hoa. Hues 
L. Wuire, the Senate do now adjourn. 

Mr. PRESTON said: I do not know, Mr. Pre- 
sident, whether [ am entitled to the honor] am 
about to assume in ssconding the reso!utions which 
have just been offered by the Senator from Ten- 
nessee, in honor of his late distinguished colleague; 
and yet, sir, I am not aware that any cone present is 
more entitled to this melancholy honor, if it belongs 
to long acquaintance, to sincere admiration, and to 
intimate intefcourse. If these circumstances do not 
entitle me to speak, | am sure every Senator will 
feel, in the emotions which swell! his own bosom, 
an apology for my desire to relieve my own, by 
bearing testimony~to the virtues and talents, the 
long services and great usefulness, of Judge Wnire. 

My infancy and youth were spent in a region 
coutiguous to the sphere of his earlier fame and 
usefulness. As long as I can remember any thing, 
I remember the deep confidenre he had inspired 
as a wise and upright Jadge, in which 
Station no man ever enjoyed a purer repu- 
tation, or established a more implicit  reli- 
ance in his abilities and honesty. There was 
an antique sternness and justness in his charac- 
ter. By a general consent he was called Cato. 
Subsequently, a! a pericd of our public affairs 
very analogus to the present, he occupied a posi- 
tion which placed him at the head of the financial 
institutions of East Tennessee. He sustained 
them by his individual character. The name of 
Hucu L. Wuite was a guarantee that never 
failed toattract confidence. Institutions were sus- 
tained by the credit of an individual, and the 
only wealth of that individual was his charac- 
ter. From this more limited sphere of usefulness 
and reputation, he was first brought to this more 
conspicuous stage as a member of an impo.tant 
comunission on the Spanish treaty, in which he was 
a‘sociated with Mr. Tazewell and Mr. King. His 
learning, his ability, his firmness, and industry, 
immediately extended the sphere of his repu- 
tation to the boundaries of the country. Upon 
the completion of that duty, he came into this 
Senate. Of his career here, I need not speak. 
His grave and venerable form is even now 
before us—that ar of patent atiention,of grave 
deliberation, of unrelaxed firmness. Here his po- 
sition was of the highest—beloved, respected, ho- 
nored; always inh's place—always prepared for 
the business in hand—always bringing to it the 
treasured reflections ofa sedate and vigorous un- 
derstanding. Over one department of ovr delibe- 
rations he exercised a very peculiar control. In 
the management of our complex and difficult rela- 
tions with the Indians we all deferred to him, and 
t» this he addressed himself with unsparing labor, 
and with a wisdom a patient benevolence that 
justified and vindicated the confidence of the Se- 
nate 

In private life he was amiable and ardent. The 
current of his feelings was warm and strung. His 
long familiarity with public affairs had not damped 
the natural ardor of his temperament. We all re- 
member the deep feeling with which he so recently 
tok leave of th’s body, and how profoundly that 
feeling was reciprocated. The good will, the love, 
the respect which we bestowed upon him then, now 
give depth and encrgy to the mournful fee'ings 
with wh.ch we oder a svlemn tribute to his memory. 

The ersolutions were then unanimously adopted 

Ani the Senate adjourned: 










HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Monpay, April 20, 1849. 
_ The CHAIR announced that the first busigess 
in order during the ‘morning hoar, was the motion 
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ofthe genteman from Obio, (Mr. Swener,) to re- 
consider the vote refusing leave to the gentleman 
from Kentucky [Mr. Davis] to report a bill pro- 
posing to regulate the fees of theclerks, marshals, 


and attorneys in the District (Courts of the United 


States. 

Mr. ANDREWS of Kentucky suggested, that 
as neither of the gentlemen was in, that the ques- 
tion be informally passed over until they were pre- 
sens which suggestion was acquiesced in by the 
House. 

Mr. WISE remarked that he perceived by the 
papers that he had been appointed on the Select 
sommittee in relation to the official conduct of the 
Crere of the House. He said he did not wish to 
avoid any of the duties devolving upon him as a 
Representative, bat must ask to be ex-used from 
serving on that committee. If continued on that 
committee, however, he would discharge hs duty 
faithfully. The probability was, that on the report 
of the committer, there would be a debate oa its 
proceedings, and it would require some effort on 
his part to support any views which he might sub- 
mit in the form of a report. He bad been posi- 
tively forbidden by h:s physician to indulge ia de- 
bate, and found that he must dsist. He had last 
week participated in “ebate, which had resulted to 
his injury. He (Mr. W.) had a disease of the throat, 
which compelled him to be silent, and he would 
try to be silent hereafter. Besides, he would shortly 
be absent from the city. He again asked to be ex- 
cased from serving on the committee. A gentle- 
man in this House, a physician, who had been op- 
posed to him ia politics, had told him (Mr. W.) 
that he must avoid the business of the House. He 
therefore asked to be excused; which request was 
granted. 


Mr. BANKS, on leave, introduced further evi- 
dence in relation to a certain claim pending before 
the Committee of Ways and Means, which was 
referred to that committee. 

Mr. DAWSON also asked to be excused from 
serving on the Select Committee. He wasa mem- 
ber of the Committee of Claims, which rendered it 
almost impracticable for him todoso. Were it 
not for other duties, he would discharge his duty 
on the Select Committee with great pleasure. He 
was, however, excused by the rules; but thought it 
proper to notify the House that he could not serve. 

Mr. LEET said, if the gentleman from Gaorgia 
asked to be excused, he should feel himself bound 
to do likewise. He admitted there was great pro- 
priety im excusing the gentleman from Virginia, 
| Mr. Wist,] as he was sick; but as the gentleman 
irom Georgia had no such excuse, he saw no rea- 
son for extending the indulgence tohim. It was 
well known that the duties to be performed on the 
committee would necessarily be of an arduous and 
unpleasant nature. He hoped the gentleman w« uld 
consent to go through with his labors; but if he per- 
sisted in his request to be excused, he, Mr. L. must 
ask to be excused also, as he saw no reason why 
one gentleman should be exempted in preference 
to another. 


The CHAIR wished to know if the gentleman 
trom Pennsvivania submitted any motion. 

Mr. LEET said, he did not intend to make any 
motion, but merely rose for the purpose of suggest- 
ing to the gentleman from Georgia the propriety of 
with lrawing his request. 

Mr. CROSS asked leave to submit a resolution, 
which was read for information, as follows: 

Resolved, ‘That members be authorized to hand 
wo the Crere, at the Cierx’s table, such petitions 


as-are admissible by the rules of the House, first- 


endorsing thereon their names, and the name of the 
committee to which such petitions belong; and 
that the petitions so handed in be entered by the 
Crierx in the same manner as if presented in the 
usual form; but all petitions sabject to the opera- 


tion of the resolution of the House adopted on the 


subject of petitions touching the abolition of sla- 
very, Shall take the course prescribed by that reso- 
lation. 

Mr. LEWIS WILLIAMS objected. 

Mr. WISE suggested that all petitions of a 
doubiful character, under the rule of the House, 
might be left for the decision of the Speaxer. He 


hoped the gentleman from North Carolina would 
withdraw his objection. 

Mr. CROSS said that a precedent for his motion 
was to be found on the journals of 1835, and felt 
constrained, under a sense of duty, to move for a 
suspension of the rules. 

Mr. SMITH of Maine referred to a similar pre- 
cedent in 1839. 

The question was taken, and the rules were sus- 
pended—yeas 95, nays 42. 

Mr. ADAMS having risen for the perpose of 
making some remarks on the resolution, he yielded, 
when 

Mr. MORGAN moved to reconsider the vote on 
suspending the rules. 

Mr. BANKS, being of opinion that no good 
could arise from a discussion, moved the previous 
question on the motion to reconsider. 

Mr. ADAMS claimed the flocr to offer his 
amendment, observing that the resolution worked a 
very important change in the rales of the House, 
especially by empowering each member to decide, 
instead of the House, to what committee a memo- 
rial should be referred. 

Mr. BANKS insisted on his motion; when 

Mr. LEWIS WILLIAMS moved to lay the re- 
solution on the table, which was carried by yeas 
and nays as follows: Yeas 96, nays 84. 

So the resolution was laid upon the table. 

The morning hour having expired— 

The House went again into Committee of the 
Whele on the state of the Union, (Mr. Casry, of 
Illinois, in the chair,) and resumed the considera- 
tion of the 

GENERAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 

Mr. EVERETT addressed the committee for a 
considerable t.me upon the bill, adveriing to the 
change in the practice of the House as to the gene- 
ral debate on the affairs of the Union, which used 
always to take place ona reference of the Presi- 
dent’s message, but was now irregularly indulged 
on other bills. He laid the blame of the discursive 
character of the debate on the Administration side 
of the House, which had first begun it, but consi- 
dered the debate, though not strictly regular, very 
valuable and important. Ele then went into the 
merits of the bill, and instituted a comparison of 
the expenditures of the Government in different 
years. 

Mr. KEIM followed, and, after some preliminary 
remarks, in which he conteaded that the existence 
of the Committee on Public Buildings was no 
longer necessary, proceeded to give his views in 
relation to the public buildings of this city. “He 
said it would be remembered, that when, at the 
last Congress, an appropriation was aske1 for the 
purpose of removing the Treasury building, ow- 
ing te its having been located on an improper site, 
he had oppased it on the ground that the expense 
of removal would equal the amount then ex- 
pended in its construction. It was, however, in 
vain that the architect had told them it would re- 
semble the temple at Ephesus, and that it had all 
the qualities of the Grecian order, for he (Mr. K.) 
was satisfied that the building was not proper for 
the accommodation of the clerks. It was not a fit 
abode for men, but better calculated for the wor- 
ship of the gods of whose temple it was said te 
be an imitation. In fact, the public buildings 
were like the committee rooms of the Capi'ol, 
which, for inconvenience and unhealthiness, could 
not be excelled. After adverting to the various 
appropriations expended on the Treasury building 
and Patent Office, he gave his opinion that it would 
be better now for Congress to make a final, but 
adequa'e, appropriation for their completion, and 
arrange it so that some one should be held respon- 
sible for the proper expeaditure of the money. 

Mr. K. then replied to some of the charges made 
by his colleague (Mr. Octx] in his recentspeech on 
the alleged abuses of the Administration. Mr. K. 
said he had not originally intended noticing them, 
ashe considered it the duty of at least one portion 
of the House to remain silent, as a set cff to the 
great amonnt of time consumed by others. 

_In the course of his remarks, (which will be 
given more fully hereafter,) Mr. K. alluded to the 
charges made by his colleague in relation to the 
furniture of the Presideni’s House. He said he 


ee _ 

would envy the feelings of no man, who woy!d 
like a serpent, creep on his belly into the Presi. 
dent's dwelling to see if he could not, by chance 
discover some little article of convenience that 
did not exaetly accord with his views of propriety. 
He could not envy the feelings of the man, whose 
magbdanimous soul would lead him perhaps into the 
very bed chamber, to discover if, perchance, there 
was a single yard more of cloth in the pillow case 
than he might deem consistent with the strict prin- 
ciples of Democracy. 

Mr. K. also alladed to another charge in rela. 
tion to the aristocracy of the President, and his rid. 
ing inacoach and four. He said, for his part 
he knew of no coach and four; but he knew that 
when the President, in his late tour, passed through 
Pennsylvania, the vehicle in which he travelled 
was looked upon by tke country people w.tn sur- 
prise, as being too humble even for themselves, 
Mr. K. said, that while the President was sitting 
in a common tavern, an old Dutchman came in 
and said to him (Mr. K.) in his teutonic dialect, 
“Where is that great man,” al hough he was sitting 
next to the President at the very time. 

On the question being asked, ‘‘Why, do you not 
know him?” the old man answered, ‘No;” and 
was surprised when he learned Mr. Van Buren was 
the person beside him. The o!d countryman said 
he expected to see a man proud and overbearing, 
and one who had outriders to his carriage. 

Mr. K. then went on to say, that although this 
charge of aristocracy was not true with regard to 
the President, yet he could mention an instance 
where a former Pres dent had travelled through 
Pennsylvania in a coach and four, with outriders, 
That was the elder Adams. Yes, he did travel in 
the manner wrongly imputed to Mr. Van Buren; 
and when the carriage of President Adams was 
dashing along the turnpike read, because an old 
man did not call in his dog, one of the outriders 
shot the poor animal. 

Mr. K. also neticed the atiack made by his col- 
league on the sons of the President. He thought 
that at least the gentleman might have spared him- 
self that trouble, as whatever might have been the 
sins of the father, the sons ought not to be held 
amenable. He would suggest, however, that his 
colleague should have them shut up in a crib, or a 
“log cabin, with the string of the latch pulled in- 
side,” to keep them from mischief; also, thata 
“committee” should be appointed to watch over 
them, and protect them from annoyance. 

Mr. K. then adverted to the charge made by bis 
colleague in relation to Mr. Buchanan, viz: that 
he had opposed the war. He (Mr. K.) denied it 
That Senator never opposed the war, but, on the 
contrary, there was abundant evidence to prove 
that he went out to meet the enemy, and was en- 
camped on the frontiers of the Siate. 

The CHAIRMAN gave the floor to Mr. Evr- 
RETT, to enable him to present certain additional 
items in the comparison of expenditures. Afier 
which, 

Mr. OGLE appealed to Mr. Parmenter to 
yield the flvor to him, to enable him to reply to Mr. 
Kei. 

Mr. PARMENTER was willing, he said, to 
yield the floor, if he could be assured that the gen- 
tleman would confine his remarks to a personal ex- 
p'anation, and not enter into any extended reply to 
the argument of Mr. Keim. 

Mr. OGLE said his reply would cover the 
ground of the attack, but that he shonld not go be- 
yond it. 

Mr. PARMENTER replied at some length in 
refutation of the charges of the Opposition against 
the President and the Secretary of the Treasury. 
The Whig party, notwithstanding all their charges, 
and the severe scrutiny of the conduct of the Secie- 
tary of the Treasury, have never been able to dis- 
cover a want of capacity in that officer. Bat the 
charges which had been heretofore confined to the 
President and the Secretary, are now, to a conside- 
rable degree, transferred to the Postmaster Gene- 
ral; and after all their attacks on him, every one 
admits that he is an officer of consummate ability, 
and of great research and industry. Mr. P. thei 
replied to the arguments of Mr Cusuine in relatio 


to the national expenditures, and proved that th 
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Opposition were mainly answerable for the increase; 
that they had, in most cases, voted for the objects 
causing the increase, such as light houses, harbors, 
the pension sysiem, and Indian wars—and they 
actually acquiesced in all the appropriations mak- 
ing up the aggregate of increase. He adverted to 
one item which had been specifically referred to by 
his colleague, [Mr. Cusnine,] clerk hire—and 
showed that in some of the Departments the ex- 
pense on this account had been diminished since 
the adminis'ration of Mr. Adams; whilst in 
others it had not increased in proportion to the ac- 
cumulation of business, growing out of the in- 
creased wants, extension, and population of the 
the country. He admitted that the Democratic 
party, when the Treasury of the nation was in a 
plethoric state, to get rid of the evils which they be- 
lieved would result from a distribution of thé sur- 
plus among the States, were in favor of large ex- 
denditures on national objects—such as fortifica- 
tions, the savy, and light-houses. And how much 
better would it be now if that policy had prevailed. 
The national defences would now be in a proper 
condition, and many of the evils which now afflict 
the country, would have been prevented. He then 
adverted to the charge made by the Whigs, that the 
Democratic party was the spoils party, and showed 
that the Administration had been considerably 
indu'gent to their political opponents, by permit- 
ting them to remain in office; whilst, on the other 
hand, the Whigs, in every State in the Union where 
they had the power, and particularly in Massachu- 
setts, had practised the most indiscriminate pro- 
scription. If it was a fault that the Administra- 
tion had, in some instances, removed political op- 
ponents, the Whigs in Massachusetts had com- 
mitted that fault in a tenfold degree. He ieferred 
to the blue book of Massachusetts, and was under- 
stood to say that out of 830 officers, 800 telonged 
to the Whig party. The people, he said, expected 
that the Administration would look on their politi- 
cal friends with favor. The present Administra- 
tion had been liberal to a fault towards their ene- 
mies. 

Mr. P. in reply to the remarks of Mr. Ocxe of 
Pennsyivania, who had asked what Democracy 
was, showed that the Democracy was now what 
it was during the war—that it was that which 
supported the honor and dignity of the country 
and preserved the great principle of equal rights 
on which the Government was based; whilst on 
the other hand, the Whig party, in principle, were 
identical with the Federal party which, during the 
war, took ground diametrically opposed to the 
best interests of the nation, aad threw every em- 
barrassment in the way of the Government in the 
effort it was making to preserve the honor of 
its flag, and in defending the sacred rights of the 
seamen, to secure them from impressment by the 
British Government There never have been but 
two parties in this nation—the old Federal—which 
was always adverse to the best interests of the peo- 
ple, and the Democratic party—and there were 
but two parties now: the Whig, which, in h's 
State (Massachucetts) was synonymous with the 
Federal party; and the great Democratic party 
which now supports the present Administration. 
To show the gentleman from Pennnsylvania 
[Mr. Ocie}] who it was that composed the Whig 
party, and what Federalism was, he referred to his 
colleague, [Mr. Sarronsta.t,] who was one of the 
ea ‘ers of the Whig party of the present day. He 
did not believe his colleague had ever supported a 
Democratic Administration. Mr. P. was under- 
s'ood to say that his colleague was opposed to the 
administrations of Madison, Monroe,*Jackson, and 
Van Buren. But now he was conspicuous for his 
support of General Harrison. He was one of the 
great Central Intelligence Committee, composed of 
Whig members of Congress. This committee, of 
which his colleague (Mr. SatronstaLt)] was a 
conspicuous member, has called upon the people 
to bring back the Government to its former princi- 
ples and its former precedents—to place in power 
those who will carry out the principles of former 
Presidents. Now he had said that his colleague 
had never supported a Democratic Administra- 
tion, therefore the principles and precedents to which 
he wished to bring back the Government, and 
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to carry out which he wishes to place General 
Harrison in the Presidential chair, must be the 
principles of the old Federal party, of which he was 
a member—principles which must be identical 
with those which he is now in support of. To let 
the House and the country know what those prin- 
ciples were, he read from Niles’s Register of Octo- 
ber 8, 1814, a report made to the Massachusetts 
Legislature by a committee, of which his col!- 
league (Mr. SatronsTaLL] was a member, recom- 
mending the Hartford Convention. Mr. P. read 
over the names of those who composed that con- 
vention, and showed ‘hat all who are living belong 
to the Whig party; and that all those who had re- 
cently died, had departed in that faith. The same 
party in the Massachosetts Legislature, that au- 
thorized and supported the Hartford Convention, 
resolved that it was unbecoming a moral and re'i- 
gious people to rejuice at the defeats of the ene- 
mies of their country. But the people of his State 
subsequently expunged that foul blot from the re- 
cord of proceedings. 

The Hartford Convention passed a resolution 
authorizing an embassy to wait upon Mr. Madison, 
to say to him that he must change his policy or re- 
sign. All the gentlemen now living, who consti- 
tuted a part of that embassy, are members of the 
Whig pirty; and Mr. Sallivan, another member, 
recently deceased, died in the faith of Feceralism 
and Whigery. 

Mr. P. after commenting at some length on the 
objects of that convention, showed what were its 
principles, identified the Whig party with those 
who entertained those principles; and argued such 
were the principles,to which his colleague,in connec- 
tion with other members of the Whig party, in the 
appeal to the people, through their circular, wish 
to restore the Government. Mr. P’s semarks, 
and the dccumentary proofs, will be published 
hereafter. 

Mr. SALTONSTALL obtained the floor in re- 
ply; when 

Mr. ANDREWS, remarking that he had been 
here since 10 o’clock this morning, attending either 
in committee room or on the House, moved that the 
committee rise. 

On which motion no quorum voted. 

And the committee rose, and their chairman re- 
ported the fact to the House. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House further 
testimony in relation to the New Jersey contested 
election; which, on motion of Mr. SMITH of Con- 
necticut, was referred to the Committee of Elec- 
tions. 

And then, at something after half past 5 o’clock, 

The House adjourned. 





IN SENATE. 
Turspay, April 21, 1840. 

The CHAIR submitted certain resolutions of 
the Leg’slatare of Fiorida, asking that pre-emption 
rights may be given to certain setilers upon the 
public lands in that Territory; which was referred 
to the Commit'ee on the Public Lands, and ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. NORVELL presented a memorial of citi- 
zens of Michigan, praying that the punishment of 
William Lyon Mackenzie may be mitigated; which 
was ordered to be transmitted to the President of 
the United States. 

Mr GRUNDY presented the memorial of citi- 
zens of Memphis, praying for the passage of a ge- 
neral bankrupt law; which was referied to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. YOUNG presented the memorial of Levi 
Owen, and other cit zens of Illinois, praying that 
measures may be taken for the occupation and set- 
tlement of the Oregon Territory, and the appoint- 
ment of John Rowan, of Kentucky, as Governor 
thereof; which was laid on the table. 

Mr. WALKER presented the memorial of mem- 
bers of the bar in Mississippi, praying a removal 
of the Federal courts from Jackson to Vicksburg; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary. ~ 

Mr. W. also presented the.petition of 8. G. Win- 
chester, praying the reimbursement of the duties 
paid by him on the importation of certain books; 
which was referred to the Committce On Finance. 


Mr. W. also presented the petition of a number 
of cit'zens of Jefferson county, Missi sippi, praying 
the establishment of a mail route; whieh was re- 
Pty to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 

oads. 

Mr. W. also presented the memorial of a large 
number of citizens of Hinds county, Mi pri, 
of both political parties, praying the passage of a 
general bankrupt law, which would be imperative 
on banks and merchants, and optional with other 
classes of the commanity. 

Also, a memorial from citizens of Rankin county, 
Mississippi, of similar tenor. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama presented a memorial, 
which he said was signed by a number of é 
table citizens of that State, and, like another he 
had presen'ed some days ago, embraced not only 
merchants and traders, but farmers, planters, and 
mechanics, of much respectability. 

Mr. C. said he would take this occasion to re- 
mark, that he believed some measure of the kind 
wes necessary for the security of creditors, as well 
as debtors. For want of a general bankrupt law, 
he said a debtor had the right, in most of the States, 
if not all, to prefer one or more creditors to the ex- 
clusion of the others. This he thought unfair and 
unjust. When an individual had not the means 
of. paying the full amount of all his debts, there 
should be an apportionment amongst the creditors, 
according]to some fair and just ratio: Again: he 
said it was extremely hard that a man who once 
became indebted beyond his ability to pay, (though 
it may have happened by misfortune, or causes not 
to be foreseen,) should, througheut the remaiader 
of his life, continue hopelessly involved, his ener- 
gies crippled, and useless to his family and cown- 
try. He hoped some measure wou'd be reported 
to remedy this evil, upon which all could agree. 
The memorial was referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented a memorial of citizens 
of New York, praying the imposition of a duty on 
foreign silks; which was referred to the Committee 
on Financ:. 

Mr. W. also presented a memorial of citizeas of 
Wayne county, New York, praying for the passage 
of a general bankrupt law; which was referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. . ~ 

Mr. CRITTENDEN presented the memorial of 
John Bruce; which was referred to the Commitice 
on Claims. 

Mr. BUCHANAN, from the Committee on Fo- 
reign Relations, to which was referred the me- 
rsorial of J. M. Clayton, and other citizens of De- 
laware, on the subject of a canal across the isthmus 
of Darien, asked to be discharged from the farther 
consideration thereof, and that it be tranemitted to 
the President of the United States; which was 
agreed to. ” 

Mr. TAPPAN, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, to which was referred the report of the Se- 
cretary of War, relative to the termed 
“Kyanizing,” reported in favor of printing the 
same; which was a to. 

Mr. FULTON, from the Committee on the Pub- 
lic Lands, to which was referred the bill in relation 
to donations of land to certains persons ia the 
State of Arkansas, reported the same wi:hout 
amendment. 

Mr. SEVIER, from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, to which was referred the petition and pa- 
pers of George C. Johnsion, asked to be diseharged 
from their further consideration, and that they be 
printed; which was agreed to. 

Mr. YOUNG, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, to which was referred the memorial of the 
Legislature of Alabama, requesting Congress. to 
cede te the State of Alabama the MaseleShoals 
Canal, reported a bill for that purpose; which was 
read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. NORVELL, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, reported a bill authorizing the erection of 
certain light-houses and light boats, and the esta- 
blishment of certain buoys @nd beacon ‘lights; 
which was read, and ordered to a secend reading, 
and made the special order for next Thursday 

i A +7 i 


Mr. CLAY of Alabama, from the Commiitee on 
the Public Lands, to which was. referred theans- 
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morial of the Legislative Assembly of the Territory 
of lowa, that setilers on the 16th section be allowed 
a pre-emption right to the same; and also, 

Resolutions of the Legislature of Florida, for the 
passage of a Jaw granting floating pre-emption 
rights to certain set'lers, asked to be discharged 
from the farther consideration thereof; which was 
agreed to. 

Mr. PIERCE, from the Committee on Pensions, 
to which was referred the petition of Willis 
McDonald, made an adverse report thereon; which 
was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. LINN, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, to which was referred the bill for 
the relief of Elihu Hail Bay, reported the same 
without amendment. 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on Claims, 
to which was referred the petition of Zadock 
Smith; made an adverse report thereon; which was 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. H. also, from the same committee, to which 
was referred the memorial of John Moore, re- 
ported a bill for bis relief; which was read, and 
ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. H. also, from the same committee, made an 
adverse report on the bill from the House for the 
relief of the heirs of John Wilkinson, Ceceased; 
which was ordered to be pripted. 

Mr. H. also, from the same committee, to which 
was referred the bill from the House for the relief 
of Cornelius Tiers, reported the same with an 
amendment; the report was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WHITE, in pursuance of previous notiee, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill for the 
construction of certain harbors on Lake Michigan; 
which was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. WHITE submitted the following motion 
for consideration: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to lay before the Senate a statement 
of the names of banks in which special de- 
posites in specie were made to the credit of 
the Treasurer of the United States, in an- 
ticipation of recciving therefor Treasury notes 
issued under the acts of 1837, 1838, and-1839— 
and of the date and amount of each delivery of 
Treasury noles on account of having received cer- 
tificates of such special deposites; with the rates of 
interest ?of such Treasury notes, and the names 
of the persons or banks to whom the same 
were delivered. Also, a statement of the amount 
remaining in each of such banks to the credit 
of the said Treasurer,at the date of the first of such 
certificate issued by such bank. And also, a 
monthly statement of the amount of all other de- 
posites to the credit of said Treasurer, in such 
banks, for each month during the period between 
the date of such first certificate and the date of 
the payment of such Treasury notes. And also, a 
statement of the drafts drawn against such special 
or other deposites in each month during such period, 
siating the transactions with each bank in a se- 
parate account. And also, copies of all corre- 
spondence between the Department and such banks, 
and any person or persons, relative to the making 
scch special deposites, and to the delivery of such 
Treasury notes. 

BILLS PASSED. 

The bill for the relief of the corporate authorities 
of the city of Mobile; 

The bill for the relief of Hezekiah Cunningham; 

The bill for the relief of James Smith of Arkan- 
a8; 

The bill for the relief of John L. Scott; 

The bill for the relief of Zadoc Martin of Mis- 
sour; 

The bill for the relief of Gregoire Sarpy, or his 
legal representatives; 

The bill for the relief of Daniel B. Bush; 

The bill for the relief of John W. Monette; and 

The bill for the relief of Samuel Crapin; 
were severally read a third time, and passed. 

The bill granting to the State of Michigan a 
quantity of Jand to aid said State in the construc- 
tion of a cana! around the falls ef St. Marie, was 
taken up on its third reading, and was opposed by 
Messrs. CLAY of Kentucky, PRESTON, CRIT- 
TENDEN, and BUCHANAN, and advocated by 
Messrs. NORVELL, HENDERSON, PORTER, 
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and WALKER; when, afier some remarks by Mr. 
TAPPAN, it was, on his motion, recommitted to 
the Committee on the Public Lands. 

The bill supplementary to an act to grant pre- 
emption rights to settlers on the public lands, 
coming up on its third reading, 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky addressed the Senate, 
at length, in opposition to the bill, and was replied 
to by Messrs. CLAY of Alabama and WALKER. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky then moved to recom- 
mit the bill with instructions; which was nega- 
tived—ayes 8, noes 25. 

The question was then taken on its passage, and 
it was decided in the affirmative—ayes 26, nays 9, 
as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Benton, Bu- 
chanan, Clay of Alabama, Fulton, Grandy, Hen- 
derson, Hubbard, King, Lion, Lumpkin, Nicholas, 
Norvell, Pierce, Porter, Rebinson, Sevier, Smith of 
Indiana, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, White, Wil- 
liams, Wright, and Young—26. 

NAYS—Messrs. Brown, Calhoun, Clay of Ken- 
tucky, Clayton, Crittenden, Dixon, Knight, Pren- 
tiss, and Roane—9. 

The Senate then adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Torspay, April 21, 1840. 


The SPEAKER announced that the first busi- | 
ness in order was the resulution reported from the | 
Committee on Public Expenditures by the gentle- | 


man from Massachuset's, [Mr. Bricas,] proposing 
to abolish that committee, on the ground that the 
duties belonging to said committee had been trans- 
ferred to other committess. 

Mr. HALL, who was entitled to the floor, was 
about proceeding in continuation of his remarks; 


hen 

x Mr. CUSHING wished, before the gentleman 
‘from Vermont proceeded in his remarks, to call his 
attention to a portion of hisspeech which appeared 
in the Globe of last evening. The gentleman was 
represented as referring to a new era of investiga- 
tion, and to the new born zeal of the gentlemen 
from Massachusetts and Virginia at the present 
session. 
tleman from Vermont that both himself and the 
gentleman from Virginia had, at the last Congress, 
repeatedly ¢alled on ithe committee to report. He 
recollected distinctly that Mr. Wise had more than 
once demanded of the commitiee whether they 
were ready to report. So far as regarded himself, it 
was true that he did not move a resolution to com- 
pel the committee to act, because that course, in 
his opinion, would have been very insidious. But 
when the subject was brought directly before the 
House, he thought it his duty to pursue the course 
he had. 

Mr. WISE said that, for himself, he recollected 
having repeatedly called in the committees for re- 
ports. Also that, on one occasion, he gave no- 
tice that he should renew his demand daily, until 
reports should be made. 

Mr. HALL had no distinct reco!lection of what 
he did say on the oceasion alluded to, but if he had 
stated any thing which did injustice to the gentle- 
man, he would willingly correct it. But he had 
understood the gentleman from Massachusetts as 
taking the ground, that as the Committee on Pub- 
lic Expenditures had now a majority of Opposition 
members, under these circumstances much more 
was to be expected from thei than had heretofore 
been done. He had understood the gentleman 
from Virginia as having taken the same ground. 
It was that which had induced him to speak of their 
new-born zeal, as he had shown that during the 
time of Mr. Speaker Polk, there was also a ma- 
jority of Opposition members on that committee, 
and that the zeal of the gentlemen was just as ap- 
plicable to that period as it was now. His remarks 
had been based on that understanding, viz: that the 
gentlemen expected more from the committee now 
than formerly, whereas its political character had 
been the same during the whole of the last Con- 
gress as it was now. If he had misapprehended 
them, he was ready to make a correction, as, in 
the remarks he made, he did not intend any offence 
to either of the gentlemen. 


Mr. WISE repeated that it would be in the re- 


Now he, Mr. C. would remind the gen- | 








collection of many old members of the House 
that he did call repeatedly for reporis during the 
last session. The gentleman might state the fact 
or not, just as he pleased. 

Mr. HALL said he had himself a distinct reco}. 
lection of the gentleman from Virginia having 
made a call upon the committee for a report. Bat 
it was on the point that the gentleman considered g 
new era had arrived, owing to a different political 
complexion of the committee, that his remarks had 
been founded, and which had induced him to show 
that its complexion had been the same during the 
whole of the last Congress. 

Mr. H. made a long argument in support of his 
position, and made some remarks in reply to Mr, 
Wise, to which that gentleman responded. 

Mr. LEET obtained the floor, and having spoken 
a few minutes in opposition to the adoption of the 
resolution for abolishing the Committee on Public 
Expenditures, 

The SPEAKER announced that the morning 
hour had expired. 

On motion of Mr. J. W. JONES, th> House re. 
solved itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, and took up the civil and diplo- 
matic appropriation bill. 


Mr. SALTONSTALL prefaced his remarks 
by an allusion to an article which had appeared in 
the Globe, and which, he had been informed, was 
sent to that paper in the shape of a communica- 
tion, furnished probably by a member of the 
House. The article Mr. S. read, and said the drift 
of it was to show that he was peculiarly sensitive 
in relation to the Hartford Conveartion. Mr. 9. 
then went on to make comments on the dialogue 
said to have taken place, on the occasion alluded 
to, between him and Mr. Warrerson, and denied 
having said any thing about the Hartford Conven- 
tion. 

Mr. WATTERSON said he did not distinctly 
hear what the gentleman from Massachusetts said 
when he had called him (Mr. W.) to order the 
day. But he had understood him tv say that “he 
would like to know what the Hariford Convention 
had to do with the question before the House.” He 
(Mr. W.) could not hear the words distinctly him- 
self, but was informed by several gentlemen, who 
were near him at the time, that the gentleman from 
Massachusetts had used the words atiributed to him; 
but, as that gentleman had denied having used the 
language, he (Mr. W.) could have no doubt but 
that the gentlemen were mistaken. 

Mr.SALTONSTALL repeated that he did not 
use the words, and he challenged any gentleman 
to get up in his place and say that he did say any 
thing in relation to the Hartford Convention. 

A member here rose and said, that he happened 
to be standing near Mr. S. at the time alluded to 
by the Globe; and he was certain that the word 
used was Harrisburg, and not Hartford Conven- 
tion. 

Mr. WATTERSON was understood to say that 
he did make the remarks attributed to him in the 
communication published in the Globe, but there 
was so much confusion in the hall at the time, that 
it was doubtful whether he was heard on the other 
side of the hall or not. But that was of no conse- 
quence, as, if the gentleman dia not on that occa- 
sion allude to the Hartford Convention, he had risen 
now for the purpose of defending it. 


Mr. SALTONSTALL denied that his present 
object was to defend the Hartford Convention. He 
had risen for another purpose. Mr. S. then pro- 
ceeded to notice an article which appeared in the 
Globe of last evening, and which charged him and 
others with circulating in Virginia a certain docu- 
ment, giving a false statement of the different 
amounts of expenditure of the present and former 
Administrations, calculated to prejudice the public 
minod, by a presentation of statements ex parte in 
their nature. Also, that the said document was 
got up in a form calculated to lead the people to 
suppose it was an official document of the House. 

Mr. C. denied the allegation. He said it was 
neither more nor less tan a copy of a report from 
the Secretary of the Treasury, word for word. 

At the request of Messrs. WISE and RICE 
GARLAND, the decument was read by the Crean, 
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with the official papers, of which it 


compared 
- said to be a copy. 

Mr. WISE stated, in behalf of an absent col- 
jeague, that the document was prepared for the 
ress by that gentleman, and he was responsible 
for its correctness; and thatit was a true and faith- 
fal copy of the official papers, from which it was 


compiled. Mr. W. then called upon his colleagues 
to point out any instance, if they could, where the 
document was not a true copy. 

Mr. HOPKINS said, that for his part he had not 
examined the document, nor had he_ heard of its 
existence previous to its production by the gentle- 
man’ from Massachusetts, (Mr. Satronstatt.] 
Bathe would submit to his ¢olleague whether it 
was not due to them, as an act of ju-tice, to have 

resented with that document the names of the 
individual members who had voted for the appro- 
priations of the public money. He putit to the 
gentleman (Mr. W.) whether a majority of his 
political friends had not themselves voted for those 
appropriations. 

Mr. WISE said his colleague had given no an- 
swer. He repeated his ques'ion, and asked him 
whether the document was a true copy or not. It 
was not the business of his party to present the 
views of the Administration with the documents 
they choSe to present to the people. Mr. W. in 
ansger to a question, admitied that the document 
had been sent to Virginia with a view of influenc- 
ing the election; and as the correctness of it was 
not called in question by his colleagues, he should 
forthwith take 2,000 of them from the printer, and 
send them for distribution, as correct. 

At this moment great confusion prevailed in the 
hall, arising from a sudden personal rencon‘re be- 
tween Messrs. Rick Gartanp and Bynum. The 
combatants were immediately separated by the 
interposition of cther members, amidst great noise 
and confusion. 

The SPEAKER, at the request of several mem- 
bers, took the chair, and, with much d fliculty, suc- 
ceeded in restoring order. 

Mr. WISE moved that the gentlemen be taken 
into custedy by the Sergeant-at-Arms. 

The SPEAKER said that as the Committee of 
the Whole had nct regularly risen, now that order 
had been restored, he would call upon the chairman 
of the committee [Mr. Casry] to resume the chair. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE knew nothing of the com- 
mencement or cause of the affair which had just 
disturbed the harmony of the proceedings, and did 
not mean to impute inceptive fault to any one, bat 
he, for one, could not consent tu resume the busi- 
hess in committee, without some action being had 
thereon. He felt it his duty, and the duty of 
gentlemen of all parties, to unite in preserving the 
order and dignity of the House. It was due to 
themselves, and to the people whom they repre- 
sented, that a stop should be put to such disgrace- 
ful proceedinis, and that the disorder should be 
prevented from gving any further. 

Mr. WISE, before any motion was made, wou'd 
ltke to know from the Speaker, what was the 
parliamentary course of proceeding in such-cases. 

The SPEAKER was understwod to say it would 
be parliamentary (o raise a committee for the pur- 
pose of investigating the fac's. It had also been 
the practice to put a specific m«tion to the House 
itself. Here'otore, he believed, the House had not 
gone furiher than to enteriain a motion submitted 
to itself, and not to send the matter to a committee 
of inquiry. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD said he had been here 
some years, but he must confess that the scenes he 
had witnessed during the present session were very 
different from conduct pursued heretofore. He 
regretted this change very much indeed. But he 
must be permitted to remark, thatunless some-sieps 
were taken to produce a change in the manner of 
condacting the business here, members might as 
well go home at once, for this state of things could 
not last much longer. It was not only a disgrace 
to themselves, but a disgrace to the country. Mr. 
U. then offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That a committee of five be ap- 
pointed to investigate the facts relative to the dis- 
order and personal violence which has just taken 
place between two its members, to wil: Rice Gar- 
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LanD and Jesse A. Bynum, and that said com nit- 
tee report with all practicable despatch the facts of 


the case. 

Mr. CONNER approved of the motion just made 
by the gentleman from Kentucky. It must be ob- 
vious to all thatit was necessary to preserve order 
in the House; and he was in favor of an imme- 
diate investigation, and that censure should fall on 
the offender, whoever he might be. He had been 
an attentive observer for some time past; and he 
was sure that not only members, but visiters in the 
galleries, must have seen that something was ne- 
cessary to preserve the order and dignity of the 
body. Those members whu had been here more 
than two or three terms, could not but regret the 
sad change which had taken place in the mode of 
conducting the business of the House. Mr. C ap- 
pealed to the recollection of the Speaker in rela- 
tion to a former case of disturbance, not precisely 
like the present, but which, for the sake of preserv- 
ing the credit of the House, had teen quashed. 
But now the time had come when the most dis- 
graceful language was used, not only in the under 
current, but openly, in the face of the House; and 
we had heard quite as much vulgarity and abuse 
as was ever heard at the tail of a cart, or at a mili- 
tia muster in the district which he represented. In 
every legislative body, it was necessary that order, 
peace, and harmony, should be preserved; and he 
hoped that every lover of order would unite to 
keep down this turbulent spirit, which was 
ever calculated to disturb the harmony of their 
proceediags. The reputation of the House of 
Representatives of the United States was now mea- 


‘surably gone into disrepute, and from the course 


pursued it was no more than could be expected, 
What had been the mode of procedure for the last 
ten or fifteen days? Instead of attending to the 
questions before them, had it not been one continu- 
ed aitack on the high officers of our Government, 
who were charged wiih the grossest corruption? He 
did not stand there to vindicate those officers if they 
were in fault, buthe stood there as the friend of 
order, 

Mr. C. then alluded to a case which occurred 
some years ago, when the Secretary of the Presi- 
dent of the United States was assaulted in the Ro- 
tundo by a printer. On that occasion a committee 
of investigation was appointed, and he well remem- 
bered the indignation expressed by members of all 
parties, and their readiness to resent it, although 
the individual was but the Secretary of the Presi- 
dent. He also alluded to the instance when a 
member of Congress was atiacked in the street, 
and said he believed that he was one of the twenty- 
five, who voted to take no notice of it,believing that 
the House had nocognizance. But he referred to 
it merely to show the feeling which existed on the 
subject. He also alluded to another iostance when 
one night a rencontre was prevented between two 
members, by the interposition of their friends. But 
the evil was now increasing to an alarming extent, 
and with the gentleman from Kentucky, he would 
say that unless astop was put to it immediately, 
Cengre-s might as well adjourn forthwith, and 
members return to their constituents to inform them 
that they, their Representa'ives, were unable to do 
any business. 

Mr. BANKS said he rose under he influence of 
fezlings of a painful nature. He had been raised 
in that schocl which taught him to look on order 
and d°corum in a public body like this, as essential 
tu its dignity, and to the dignity of the people who 
sent them there. He could not look but with pain 
and mortification on the recent course of debate, in 
arraigning at the bar of the House members of a 
co-ordinate branch of the Legislature, and expos- 
ing the private characters of individuals who had 
no opportunity to reply. He considered it undig- 
nified, and unparliamentary, in arraigning the 
high officers of Government, instead of attending to 
the legitimate business before them. But although 
gentlemen had thought preper to protract this de- 
bate, without attending to the business of the coun- 
try, yet now he trusted they would pause, and that 
members of both parties would unite in preserving 


" order. 


Mr. B. then stated that he happened to be near 
the two gentleman at the time the rencontre occur- 
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looked upon with abhorrence. ‘The Hartford 
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red, and that, with others, he had leat bis aid to 
separate them. He would say nothing now as to 
the cause which gave rise to the unfortunate dis- 
turbance; bat he had risen for the purpose of en- 
'reating all parties to unite with him in preserving, 
in future, the dignity of the House, and thereby 
the dignity of the people of the United States. As 
regarded the present case, he hoped the House 
would act promptly, and that a commitiee would 
be raised at once ts ascertain the facts which gave 
rise to the disgracefal scene, let the blame fail 
wherever it might. He was anxious for the adop- 
tion of any course for preserving the dignity of the 
House. 

Mr. BRIGGS said we had now arrived at a 
point where we must stop. This system of vul- 
garity and abuse could be tolerated no longer. 
He was ashamed to say that in this body langnage 
was indulged, in which, for coarseners and vul- 
garity, could not be exceeded en the highway; and, 
as might be expected, such language had at last 
led to personal violence in the face of the House. 
He was conviaced that members on both sides had 
felt disgraced by such proceedings, and were de- 
sirous of adopting a remedy ;but they bad suffered 
the evil to go on too long, until it hai at length 
terminated in the most unhappy occurrence. Bat 
he would now call upon all to jo'n with him, and 
from this moment to put shoalder tv shoulder, and 
mind to mind, for the puspose of adopting a course 
that would elevate the House to the height from 
which it had fallen, and restore its dignity. It 
could be done, and must be done; otherwise all 
hopes of order would be gone. He hoped a com- 
mittee would be appointed at once to investigate 
the unpleasant occurrence, and would make no 
further remarks until the facts had been investi- 
gated. 

Mr. ANDREWS said he was a young member, 
but he hoped the House would excuse him when he 
gave his humble opinion that no good conld arise 
from prolongiog this debate. He hoped the gen- 
men would consent to the immediate adoption of 
the resolution, and he therefore moved the previous 
question. 

The previous question was seconded and the 
main question having been ordered on the adoption 
of the resolution, the question was taken and the 
resolution was agreed to, and the following gentle- 
men were appointed to serve on the commiltee, 
viz: Messrs. Unperwoop, Botier of Ky. Briaas, 
Coorgr of Ga. aad Cuirrorp. 

Mr. WISE hoped the committee would be direct- 
ed to proceed at once, so that the matier might be 
disposed of to-day; and on his motion the commit- 
tee was granted leave to sit during the session of 
the House. 

On motion of Mr. J. W. JONES, the House 
again resolved itself into Commitiee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union and resumed the conside- 
ration of the civil and diplomatic appropriation 
bill. 

Mr. SALTONSTALL then resumed his re- 
mauks, and spoke in reference to the late war with 
Great Britain, and said that those who con- 
demned it were contending for great princi- 
ples; and whatever might have been their motives, 
they ought notto be misapprehended. At that 
time, war had ravaged Europe. It appeared that 
Napoleon was carrying all before him, and it 
seemed that he would concen’rate all power; and it 
was conceived that we had more to fear from that 
mevement than from any cther. The minority in 
his State were opposed to the war, and he wished 
to state to the House the situation of the country at 
the time; and mentioned, among other reasons, that 
Napo'eon was then on his march to Russia; that 
all Europe was making a combined movement; 
that our country was not prepared for war; and 
that all our commerce was exposed to the enemy. 

Mr. 8. said that his name bad been read by bis 
colleague [Mr. Parmenter] in connection with 
the Hartford Convention, and he took the occasion 
to say that he, Mr. S. could add his testimony to 
that of Sherman, Otis, the secretary of the con- 
vention, and others, who were — that 
never was there a mention of a dissolution of the 
Union; and if there had been, it would have mm 
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vention was regarded as odious; but as to its de- 
sign, it was as innocent as the conventions recently 
held at Harrisburg and Columbus. 

Mr. 8. then proceeded to read the names of those 
associated with the convention, and eulogized them 
severally; and asked the gentleman from Maine 
{Mr. A. Surrn) a question in relation to Stephen 
Longfeilow, jr. 

Mr. A. SMITH replied that he knew Mr. Long- 
fellow to bea high minded man; and would bear 
testimony to his undeviating consistency. Mr. L. 
was a Federalist, and is now a modern Whig. 

Mr. STUART obtained the floor, and said that 
it was with great regret that he was induced to 
mingle in the discussion. The remarks which he 
should make, would be called from him by his col- 
league, (Mr. Reynotps,] who intended his re- 
marks fur Illinois. His (Mr. 8’s) also were in- 
tended for the same latitude. He did not intend to 
speak of the Hartford Convention, but on the sub- 
ject of the Cumberland road, in reply to the re- 
marks of his colleague. After going into a history 
of the proceedings on that bill, he said he did not 
hold either party in that House responsible for the 
defeat of the Cumberland road. Gentlemen be- 
longing to both parties had voted for and against 
it. He went into an examination of the several 
votes which had taken place at this session, in sup- 
port of the ground assumed. And also atthe last 
session, he said, the bill was laid on the table, and 
that the larger portion of the Democratic party 
voted in the affirmative on that question. He cen- 
zured the proper depariments for not reporting to 
Congtess the estimates for that road in the usual 
way; and hence he argued that the responsibility 
of the defeat of that measure rested with the Presi- 
dent. He alse adverted to certain votes given by 
Mr. Van Buren when in the Senate of the United 
States, to prove that the President was opposed to 
the road. He replied at some length to the remarks 
of bis colleague, that the old Federal party had 
been merged into the present Whig party, and that 
their prinsiples were identical. He had heard the 
same course of remark during the last sum- 
mer from his political opponent. His cel- 
league, aiso, had commenced the canvass in 
the southern district in Illinois, in the same 
way. ll those who wished to delude the 
people, made use of the same kind of dema- 
goguism. The old Federal party, as a party, he 
said, bad been long since disbanded. He then ad- 
verted to the operations of the Sub-Treasury sys- 
tem; and argued that it would work injuriously to 
the interests of the West. He spoke at some 
length on various cther topics. His remarks will 
be given hereafter. 

Mr. JAMESON obtained the floor, and moved 
that the committee rise; and, en dividing the com- 
mittee on that motion, there were, ayes 53, noes 55: 
no quorum voting. 

Mr. JONES demanded tellers for another count. 

Mr. JAMESON said he had not expected to get 
the floor this evening, and was not well prepared 
to go on with his argument, and would much pre- 
fer that the committee would rise. 

Messrs. Berane, and Davies ef Pennsylvania, 
having been eppointed tellers, to take a count, re- 
ported that there were, ayes 69, noes 57; whereup- 
on the committee rose. 

Mr. DAVIES of Pennsylvania meved that the 
House adjourn. 

Mr. CHAPMAN of Alabama demanded the 
yeas and nays; which were ordered, and were, 
yeas 55, nays 87. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

On motion of Mr. DROMGOOLE, the House 
again resolved itself into Committee of the Whole, 
(Mr. Casey in the chair,) and resumed the consi- 
a of the civil and diplomatic appropriation 
bill. 

bir. JAMESON resunied the floor and replied,at 
great length, to the remarks of the gentleman from 
Illinois, (Mr. Sruarr.}]- He said the stale stuff so 
eften charged, and so often refuted, that Martin 
Van Buren was opposed io the war, and that he 
was the friend of Rufus King, he did not think 
worth copsuming the time of the committee to re- 
ply to, Ithas been again and again refuted. In 

relation to the charge of the gentleman from [i+ 
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nois, in relation to the Cumberland road, he would 
ask whether it would have been possible for Mar- 
tin Van Buren to have escaped the denuaciations 
and abuse of the Whig party by any course of 
action in relation to that road. If he had recom- 
mended it after the decisive expression of opinion 
again’t it by the last Congress, he would have 
been denounced by the greater portion of these same 
Whig gentlemen, because he had presumed to dictate 
to them a course of action different from that whieh 
the Legislative department had determined upon. 
Who gave the veto to the Cumberland road bill? 
The Congress of the United States. The 
President, in accordance with the settled prac- 
tice of his predecessors, recommended this bill 
to the consideration of the previous and last 
sessions of Congress. But Congress formed 
a new precedent, and settled a new princip'e, by 
rejecting it; and now, forsooth, because the Piesident 
had paid proper deference to the opinion expressed 
by the legislative branch of the Government, and did 
not recommend it, the Whig gentlemen who 
had been so clamorous against Executive dictation, 
will not vote for a measure because he will not 
dictate to them that it is right, and that they must 
vote for it. They are not willing to take the 
responsibility of legislating without Executive dic- 
tation. Last Congress took the responsibility to 
give the measure its death blow, and Mr. Van 
Buren pursued the course of kis predecessors, and 
paid some respect to the express'on of opinion by 
the last Congress. As the death blow was given 
by Congress, it was their daty to resuscitate. The 
Executive then, as in duty bound, will pursue 
your lead. Let it be revived by the same hands 
that killed it. But the measure was first diseased 
by the action of the Legislature of the State from 
which the gentleman (Mr. Stuart] came. That 
body determined that the road should not pass 
through the State unless it passed a particular 
point. You then gavea death stroke to the road. 
The friends of it, falling out among themselves, 
weakened it; the enemies of the measure seized 
upon that circumstance and worked ifs ruin. It 
can be only revived again in forty-three or in fifty- 
three, under a newcensus. The gentleman had 
intimated that the measure was opposed in the 
message. Such was not the fact; it was silent upon 
the subject. Therefore the gentleman cannot draw 
either from the message, or from any thing that 
the President has said, that he is unfriendly to the 
road. He (Mr. J.) came to the conclusion, from 
the reading of that document, that the President 
would have been charged with dictation to Con- 
gress, if he had recommended it in his mes- 
sage. This party, which has declaimed so 
loud against Executive dictation, and charged 
the Democratic party with having been con- 
trolled by it, now come forward and say—in 
extenuation of their votes against this mea- 
sure, and assent to and avuw the Federal doc- 
trine—that they will not take the responsibility of 
voting for a measure because they think the Exe- 
cutive is opposed to it. Therefore, that this Whig 
party is to be the tool of the President—that it will 
stoop so low to Executive power, that it will not do 
except what it is bid todo. If that odious doctrine 
was to obtain there, they had better go home. Just 
see what the Executive wants—do his bidding, 
without investigation, and go home. He did not, 
nor did the Democratic party, subscribe to that odi- 
ous Federal doctrine. He believed the Legislative 
body should act independent of the Executive. 
Such was the principle of the Constitution. 
He argued that all the power emanated from and 
was concentrated in the people. They appointed 
the Senate and the Congress, and they were both 
responsib'e to that source of power. Each brench 
of the Government was independent of the other— 
they were made so by the Constitution—and ail] 
the powers were reguiated and controlled by the 
Constitation and the laws. If the doctrine which 
has been contended for by the gentleman from 
Massachusetts [Mr. SattonsTatt] that there was 
a dependence of one branch of the Government 
upon the other, or that Congress was to listen to 
the dictation of the Executive, Republican liberty 
could not long be maintained. ‘The great fabric of 
our Government must soon topple and fall. The 


Executive, like Congress, was ib} 

the people. The duties of the Recueiee ae 
fiined by the Constitution and the laws. They are 
different from those of the Legislative branch of the 
Government. It is the duty of the Legislative de. 
partment to originate and pass measures, and the 
duty of the President to execut2 them. Yet the 
gentlemen of the Opposition complain because the 
President will not overstep the powers assigned to 
him, and assume to himself to recommend estimates 
for purposes which Congress had declared that jt 
could not appropriate money to, they refuse to act 
for themselves, and vote against propositions that 
are brought forward for that purpose. They do this 
too to make a pretext for throwing the responsibj- 
lity of the defeat of that measure upon the Execn- 
tive. Mr. J. spoke at some length on various other 
topics, which will be published hereafter. 

Mr. DAVIS of Kentucky obtained the floor, 
and offered a modification for the whole bill, pro- 
posing to graduate and reduce the salaries of the 
officers of Government in a certain ratio; also, to 
reduce the proposed appropriation to the contin. 
gent fund of the Senate from $50,000 to $30,000, 
and that of the House of Representatives from 
$100,000 to $75,000; and to reduce the miscella- 
neous appropriation from $67,000 to $30,000; with 
certain provisos. 

Mr. D. said he was aware that the amendment 
was not then in order; but he merely wished to 
have it read to admonish the commitiee that the 
civil and diplomatic bill was before them. And 
haviog intimated his intention te confine himself to 
the subject under consideration, before proceeding 
further, yielded the floor to 

Mr. OGLE, for a personal explanation,which he 
deemed necessary in consequence ef the manner of 
the replies of his colleague (Mr. Ker] and of Mr. 
Jameson of Missouri, to the remarks made by him 
afew daysago. Mr. O. having gone into an ar- 
gument, instead of making a personal explanation, 

Mr. CHAPMAN of Alabama rose to a point of 
order. He inquired of the Cuatr whether it was 
in order for one gentleman, who had not spoken on 
the bill, to get the oor and yield it to another gen- 
tleman to make an argument, who had already 
spoken once, and thus deprive other gentlemen, 
who had not participated in the debate, of the pri- 
vilege of speaking. 

The CHAIR was understood to say that it 
would be in orden if the gentleman cenfined him- 
self to a personal explanation; but it would not be 
to make an argument. 

Mr. OGLE again proceeded in his remarks, and 
was commenting on the qualities of the furniture in 
the President’s House, when 

Mr. SMITH of Maine inquired of the Cra 
whether, if the gentleman from Pennsylvania pro- 
ceeded in that course of remarks, the gentle- 
man from Kentucky [Mr. Davis] would be entitled 
to the floor. 

The CHAIR decided that he would not; and 
after a conversational debate, in which Messrs. 
SMITH of Maine, OGLE, DAVIS of Kentucky, 
DROMGOOLE, anid LEETF participated, Mr. 
OcLe was ruled out of order, and 

Mr. DAVIS of Kentucky claimed the floor, and 
was about proceeding in his remarks, when 

Mr. RARIDEN moved that the committee rise. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL having demanded tellers, 
and Messrs. Hugsarp and Davis of Pennsylvania 
having been appointed such, reported ayes 44, noes 
74, no quorum voting. 

The committee rose, and the Carr reported that 
fact to the House. 

Mr. COOPER of Pz. moved an adjourument. 

Mr. DUNCAN demanded the yeas and nays; 
which having been ordered, were—yeas 50, Bays 
80. So the House refused to adjourn. 5 

A quorum being present, the House again re- 
solved itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, and resumed the consideration 
of the civil and diplomatic appropriation bill, and 

Mr. DAVIS of Kentucky resumed his remarks. 
He spoke at some length, and contended that the 
present Administration was the continuation of the 
same Administration which succeeded Mr. Apams, 
and promised the country retrenchment and reform, 

and that that promise bad been violated, by an {n- 
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yielded the floor to 

Mr. CHAPMAN of Alabama, on whose mo- 
tion the committee rose; when, ‘ 

Un motion of Mr. GRINNELL, 

The House (at half-past 11 o’clock at night) ad- 


journed. 
ee IN SENATE, 
Wepnespay, April 22, 1840. 

Mr. LUMPKIN presented a petition of citizens 
of Walker county, Georgia, and the adjoining 
counties, praying for the es‘ablishment of a post 
route; which was referred to the Committee on the 

Office ani Post Roads. 

Mr. NICHOLAS presented joint resolutions of 
the Legislature of Louisiana, in favor of a gene- 
ral bankrupt law; which were referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WALL presented a petition from citizens 
of New Jersey, praying the establishment of a 
general bankrupt law; which was laid on the table, 


GENERAL BANKRUPT LAW. 

Mr. CLAYTON, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, to which have been referred the various 
memorials on the subject of a general bankrupt 
law, reported a billto establish a uniform system 
of bankruptcy throughout the United States. 

Mr. C. said it might be proper for him to state 
that there had been much diversity of opinion on 
the subjectin the committee. A majority thought, 
indeed he might say they all thought, that some 
immediate relief should be provided for all those 
persons who have already, by the misfortune of 
trade, or by other means, failed in business, and 
become unable to meet their engagements, and to 
day their debts, and who are willing to make a 
fall and fair surrender of their property for the 
benefit of their creditors; and not only for those 
who are at present laboring under this misfortune, 
but for all those who may hereafter be in a similar 
situation, and who may choose voluntarily to sur- 
render their property, and avail themsélves of the 
relief proposed. The bill now reported only pro- 
vides for the case of voluntary bankruptcy. If 
passed, it will give a great, an almost immeasura- 
ble relief to thousands. It will emancipate from a 
species of bondage a vast number of active, intel- 
ligent, and enterprising men, who are now 
struggling against hope, with spirits worn down 
and energies paralyzed. It is not they only 
who are interested in the matter; the country has 
an interest in their activity, and industry, and ta- 
lents, that they may be again set free to add to its 
general wealth and prosperity. ‘lhese views ope- 
rating with a majority of the committee, they 
thought it would be best to present this bill for the 
consideration of the Senate as unencumbered and 
unciegged by any other matter; that it should stand 
or fall by its own merits, and that it should not be 
entangled with other measures not essentially con- 
necied with it, and which might bring on a heated 
and angry party discussion, in which the merits of 
the reliet now proposed might be lost sight of amid 
the more exciting and questionable matters impro- 
perly connected with it. The minority would not 
consent that this bill should be reporied, unless it 
provided for the case of the compulsory bankrupt- 
cy of individuals, and also for the bankruptcy of 
corporations. Asa compromise, the majority of 
the committee proposed that three bills shou!d be 
teported, providing separately for the three classes 
of cases which the committee had under considera- 
lion, viz: 1, for the case of voluntary bankruptcy; 
2,for the involuntary bankruptcy of individuals; 
and 3, for the case of corporaticns; leaving each 
member of the committee to vote on each bill in 
ihe Senate as he chose. The majority thought that 
his was the most fair method of proceeding, as 
tach class would be debated, and voted for or 
against upon its own merits. This proposition was 
deslined by the minority—they insisting on includ- 
lag corporations in any bill which might be re- 
Ported. It is but just 'o say that, at the last meet- 
ing of the committee, when the proposition was 
finally rejecte, the Senator from North Carolina 
Mr. Stranae] was not present; but at a previous 
meeting he urged the propriety of inserting corpo- 
rations in the bill. 

Mr, C. said it might farther be proper to state 


Before concluding, he 
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that two of ihe members of the majority were not 
inclined at present to go farther than the present 
bill goes. He (Mr. C.) was not of that number; 
as he considered it the duty of Congress to pass a 
general bankrupt law, which should be equally fa- 
vorable to the creditor as the debtor; by which cre- 
ditors, seeing their debtor fraudulently disposing of 
and wasting his effects, cou!d compel him to sur- 
render them in payment of his debts. Such a law 
in a trading community was essentially necessary 
to its prosperity. In part discharge of the daty as- 
signed to the the Committee on the Judiciary, he 
now reported the bill, reserving to the committee to 
consider whether they will report further on the 
subject. 

Mr. WALL, after a few remarks that were not 
heard, observed that the minority of the committee 
dissented from that bill, They could not consent 
to report, as a uniform rule of bankruptcy, a sys- 
tem which applied itself altogether to debtors, and 
not to creditors—which applied to natural persons, 
and not to artificial. Nor could they conceive how 
the complication of the three branches of the sub- 
ject, as mentioned by the Senator from Delaware, 
could produce any party excitement, or retard the 
progress of a measure which seemed to be so loudly 
called for by the country. With a view to present 
to the Senate the labors of the minority of the 
committee, he gave notice that he should move, 
when this bill was called up, to strike out all of it 
after the enacting clause, and to insert, in lieu of 
it, a bill which he now had the h:nor to submit, 
and move that it should be printed. 

Mr. KING wished to know whether the bill re- 
ported by the honorable Senator from Delaware 
was predicated on the bills introduced by the Sena- 
tors from Massachusetts and New York, [Messrs. 
Wessrer and Tatimapce,] and which had been 
referred to the Judiciary Committee, or npon the 
memorials which had been presented on the sub- 
ject, and also referred to them. 

Mr. CLAYTON replied that the two bills re- 
ferred to by the Senator from Alabama had already 
beea reported back to the Senate more than a week 
ago. The bill just reported was predicated on the 
various memorials on the subject that had been re- 
ferred to the committee. . 


Mr. CLAY of Kentucky begged leave to suggest 
to the members of the Judiciary Committees, 
charged with this subject, whether it would not be 
better to make the bill the order of the day for 
some convenient day, so as to let all the Senators 
present, as well as absent, know when it would be 
taken up for consideration. Whilst up, he would 
take occasion to express his hearty concurrence 
with the course the committee pursued. There 
were three distinct subjects which the commiltre 
mentioned as properly appertaining to a general 
system of bankruptcy. These were voluniary 
bankruptcy, where the debtor himseif should apply 
for relief; invo.untary bankruptcy, where the cre- 
ditors should apply for a settlement of their debtor’s 
affairs; and, lastly, the bankruptcy of corporations. 
Now these three subjects were certainly separa'e 
and distinct in their nature, and might be 
well considered in three separate and dis- 
tinct Dills. It must be concurred by the Senate 
that the voluntary class would embrace a vast ma- 
jority of the cases, and that the bill’on that branch 
of the subject would afford the greatest measure of 
relief to the country. He would not, however, 
purshe this subject, having risen only for the pur- 
pose of suggesting to the members of the Judiciary 
Committee the expediency of assigning some con- 
venient day for the consideration of this bill. 

Mr. WALL said, that the committee had re- 
flected on this subject, and were dispo-ed to ask 
the Senate that the bill might be made the order 
of the day for next Monday week; but on further 
reflection, on account of the absence of the Senator 
from Massachusetts, [Mr. Wesster,}] and the 
Senator from New York, [Mr. Tattmapeg,] they 
had concluded not to move to make the bill a spe- 
cial order, until the arrival of these gentlemen. 

On motion by Mr. GRUNDY, the bill to amend 
the act, entitied ‘‘An act to authorize the State of 
Tennessee to issue grants and perfect titles to cer- 
tain lands therein described, and to settle the claims 
to the vacant and wnappropriated land within the 
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same,” passed the 18th day of April, 1806, was 
taken up as in Gommittee of the Whole, and 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

On motion by Mr. LUMPKIN, 

The bill for the relief of Avery, Saltmarsh and 
Company, was considered as in Committee of the 
Whele, and afier a debate, in which the bill was 
supported by Messrs. LUMPKIN, CLAY of Ala- 
bama, and KING, and opposed by Messrs. HUB- 
BARD, TAPPAN, and CALHOUN, it was or- 
dered to be engrossed by a vote of 16 to 13. 


DUTIES AND DRAWBACKS ON SUGAR, SALT, AND 
MOLASSES: REPEAL OF THE SALT TAX AND OF 
THE FISHING BOUNTIES AND ALLOWANCES, 

The bill to reduce the drawbacks on refined su- 
gars and distilled rum exported, in proportion to 
the reductions of duty on the imported sugar and 
molasses out of which they were manufactured, 
and to reduce the fishing bounties and allowances 
in proportion to the reduction of the salt duty on 
which they were founded, being the special order, 
was taken up, and, having been read— 

Mr. BENTON rose aad said, that the object of 
the bill was to correct the errors of previous legis- 
lation, and especially of the compromise act of 
1833; errors by which the Constitution was under- 
going a daily violation—the Treasury was suffer- 
ing a daily loss of money unjustly drawn from it— 
and the end of which woald be, if not arrested, to 
turn over the whole amount of the revenue from 
sugar, salt, and molasses, to the ram distillers, the 
sugar refiners, and the Northeastern fishermen. 

Mr. B. said that when the compromise act was 
on its gallop through this chamber—that act which 
adj urned the tariff question to the year 1842—ad- 
journed it from a time when it was ready for set- 
tlement, to a time when no one will be thinking of 
it—to a time when the South especially will be 
sound asleep upon the subject; when that act was 
_on its gallop through this chamber, he had endea- 
vored to prevent the evils which it was the object 
of this bill to arrest; and for that purpose had 
offered an amendment, which, not coming from 
one of the contracting parties to the compromise, 
was not allowed to be adopted. That amendment 
was in these words: 

“That all drawbacks allowed on the exportation 
of articles manufactured in the United States, from 
materials imported from foreign countries, and 
subject to duty, shall be reduced in proportion to 
the reduction of duties provided for in this act.” 

Such was the amendment which he offered. 
It was self-evidently just and proper; it was right 
and proper on its own face; yet it was rejected, 
and notoricusly rejected, because the bill had been 
arranged out of doors, and was not to be amended 
in the House except upon the consent of its au- 

thors. The vote of rejection was 24 to 18; and 
I am perfectly aware that what was difficult to be 
done then is more difficult now; that those who 
have profited by our erroneous legislation, and still 
wish to profit from it, constitute a powerful ob- 
stacle to our legislation; that an immense specula- 
tion is in progress, founded on these errors in our 
legislation; and the doctrine of vested rights now 
seems to extend to a! the errors and mistakes, as™ 
well as to all the abuses, of legislation. The su- 
gar refiners—the rum distillers—the Northeastern 
fishermen—stand together to defend the advantages 
they have gained. Not content with the vast 
sums which they have already unduly obtained 
from eur Treasury, the fruit of our vicious legisla- 
lation, they become more insatiate in proportion to 
the amount they have received, and now boldly re- 
sist, as an invasion of their rights, any attempt to 
correct our own errors; and these refiners atiack 
with abuse and personalities the member of Con- 
gress who ventures to do his daty to his country, 
and to attempt the redress of a public wrong. ; 

The abuse of the sugar drawback commenced in 

1829. It commenced in the act of January of that 

year, which increased the drawback from four 
ceats to five cents a pound. I opposed that it- 
crease at the time, and foretold its injurious effect 
on our Treasury, and on our domestic sugar. ‘I 
then foretold that that increase of drawback would 
vastly augment the importation of foreign sugats, 
to the prejudice of our own; that it would disccu- 
rage the use of our domestic sugar for refining; that 
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it would establish vast manufaciories in or coun- 
try to refine, not domestic, but foreign sugars; and 
that it would cause immense exportations of this 
article for the mere benefit of the drawback, the 
one-fifth part of which would be a mere gra'uity 
from the Treasury. This is what I said in De. 
cember, 1828, when the bill for the increased draw- 
back was on its passage in this chamber; and all the 
evils which I then foresaw and denounced, were 
in a state of sufficieatly rapid development when 
the compromise act of 1833 came into life, 
and aggravated tenfold the evils of the act 
of 1829. By this compromise act, the almost in- 
credible, and certainly unparalleled error was com- 
mitted, of reducing duties without reducing the 
drawbacks founded upon them; an error which has 
had the direct effect of going at once to the 
ne plus ulira of the protective sy-tem, that of grant- 
ing bounti-s out of the Treasury; a species of pro- 
tecton, which General Hamilton failed to esta- 
blish in 1791, and which then, and ever since, has 
been admitted to be as flagrantly unconstitutional 
at it is grossly unjast to. the community, The com- 
promise act has established this species of protec- 
tion, and now let us fee its operation in relat on to 
refined sugar; and now let us see its effect in stimu- 






lating the importation of foreien sugars, increasing | 


the exportation of refined sugars, and increasing 
the amount of drawback from the Treasnry. These 
resulis are seen in the Treasury returns, which 
have been communicaied to the Senate, and printed 
by its order. Taking these returns from the year 


1828-9, when the erroneous legislation in relation | 


to sugar first begun, and the ssuccessive importa- 
tion are: 


Brown. Woite, clayed, &c. 

Voar. Pounds. Pounds. 

1828 51,686 955 5,249,006 
182) 58,597,574 4,709,720 
1830 78,576,388 7,906,658 
1831 98,576,928 10,437,726 
1832 60,117,717 6,334,571 
1833 85,689,044 11,999,088 
1834 107,483,841 7,966,014 
1835 111,806,880 14,229,359 
1836 181,243,537 10,182,578 
1837 120,416 O71 15,723,748 
1838 139,200,905 14,678,238 


Here is an increase of near three to one in 
about ten years; an increase which is beyond all 
proportion to the increased population and com- 
merce of the country; an increase which has not 
been affected by the panics and distresses at home, 
and which is upwards ef twice as great in the ru- 
inous years of 1837 and 1828,as it was in the 
year 1832, when the Bank of the United States 
was in the zenith of its power and glory. Such 
an increase is unnatural and factitious, and an- 
nounces the existence of some occult cause to 
stimulate and extend this branch of business be- 
yond its proper bounds; while so many other 
branches of industry have been suffering from the 
bank suspensions, and the artificial and political 
panics and alarms with which the country has been 
afflicted. Such an increase, under such circum- 
stances, announces the existence of some secret 
stimulus; and that stimulus is found in the vicious 
legislation of Congress in 1829 and 1833. 

The increased exportation of refined sugars, and 
the increased amount of drawback upon them, 
hive gone steadily forward, and with gigantic 
strides, since the compromise act has began to take 
fuiler effect. In five years—frem 1835 to 1839— 
these annual increases are: 


Years. Pounds exported. Drawback. 
1835, 856, 590 $42,329 
1536, 1,675,372 83,768 
1837, 2,012,854 100,642 
1838, 2 909,886 145,494 
1839, 5,026,027 251,301 


Here is an increase of sixfold in five years; an 
increase of upwards of 100 per centum annually, 
for five years in succession; and these five years 
covering two bank suspensions, divers panics, 
and repeated jeremiads over the universal ruin pro- 
duced by this wicked and worthless Administra- 
tion. Surely it will be admitted that there are 
some exceptions (o this universal ruin; that the sn- 
gar refiners at jeast are doing well; and are likely 
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to do so long as our compromise act remains in 
force. 

Strongly as this table presents the question, there 
is a still stronger view of it to be presented: it is 
the table of the amoun's of drawback paid on these 
refined sugars for fifteen years, aod by which it 
will be seen that, previous te the erroneous legis- 
lation cf 1828, these drawbacks vibra'ed from 
$1,600 to $5,800; that immediately upon the pas- 
sage of that act they rose as high as $45,000 and 
$84,000; and that on the passage of the compro- 
mise act in 1833, they took another rise, and have 
ron up to $251,301. Here is the table of these 
astonishing increases, the mere view of which an- 
nounces the existence of great errors in our legis- 
lation: 


Years. Amount. 

1825 . - $1,612 63 
1826 - - - 2,627 57 
1827 . . - 5,834 36 
1828 - - - 2.045 48 
1329 sir ; - 45,092 56 
1230 . - - 84,230 48 
1831 - - - 63,688 65 
1832 - - - 42.840 65 
1833 - - . 34,643 80 
1834 - - - 162086 05 
1835 - - - 42.829 50 
1836 - - - 83,768 60 
1837 - - - 100,642 70 
1838 —té«Ce 7 - 145,494 30 


1839 - - - 251,301 25 

Such is the increase of the drawbacks on refined 
sugars in the short space of fifteen years; I may 
say ten years; for the increase began with the er- 
roneous law of 1829. The table proves the error; 
bat it is notthe only proof tothateffect. A letter 
from the deputy co‘lector of Philadelphia, Docu- 
ment No 334, attests the fact, and that in relation 
both to sugars and fish, he says: 

“Under the act of January 21, 1929, the bounty, drawback, or 
allowance, is at five cents per pound, andno more. As there 
is no excise paid by the refiners, the allowance of five cents per 
pound was, in 1829, considered as equivalent to the amount of 
duties paid on two pounds of brown sugar at 24 cents per 
pound, the duty payable on the same at the time of passing the 
act. The duties now are less by the excess under the act of 
1832, and yet the drawback or ——- on the sugar is the same. 
It is so with bounty on pickled fish of the fisheries of the United 
States. When 20 cents per barrel was allowed, it was to 
drawback the duty paid ona bushel of salt, supposed to be 
used in curing a barrel of fish. Now the duty ie less than 10 
cents by the excess, yet the bounty remains at 20 cents, which 
is for more than two bushels of salt.” 

He also says: 

“The quantity of refined sugar exported in 1839, (last year,) 
at this port. was 354,784 pounds, which, at 5 cents per pound, 
made $19,239 20 asa drawback. This far excee 's any amount 
paid for many years. In looking over our accounts from 1824 
to 1838, inclusive, the highest aniount does not exceed $2,600— 
say in 1836.” 

And he says further: 

“T understand that large quantities of refined sugar will be ex- 
ported from hence, and probably from other perts of the United 
States. I think the term sugar refined rather vague. SBomeof 
the refiners are of opinion thatall sugars melted and properly 
clarified, ani freed from all extraneous substances, may be con- 
sidered as refined—that bastard sugar is refined sugar. I must 
confess that there is some plausibility in this, and it should be 
guarded agaiiist by the Legislature; for, although the bastard 
sugar is nothing more than the sugar-house white and brown 
sugars, yet it has gone through the same operation as the loaf 
and lump sugar, the only difference consisting in the last pro- 
cess of claying; but it is an inferior sugar—far inferior to a 
good muscavado in strength. I think the bounty, if allowed at 
all, should be on refined loaf and lump sugar; and, if the pri- 
vilege of crushing the loaves or lumps is given, the crushing 
should be done in the presence of an inspector. The object of 
crushing can only de for the pupose of saving freight, to which 
there might be no objection, if done under proper inspection.” 

Finally, he says: 

“T will, however, recall to your recollection a circumstance 
which occurred in this office. Mr. Canby invited you to call 
at his establishment in Church alley, several years ago, to see his 
process of refining, but refused to permit me to accompany you. 
In the course of conversation, the question arose as to the quan- 
tity of raw sugar necessary to make one pound of refined 
sugar. He stated that his brother thought that the bounty 
should be on 24 pounds of raw, but his own opinion was that 2 
pounds were ample; the duty then was 2} cents per pound, 
while I thought that an average of 2 pounds would be enough.” 

Adding this testimony of the deputy collector to 
the pregnant evidence of the tables, and the con- 
clusion becomes irresistible, that enormous draw- 
backs are unduly drawn from the Treasury—that 
they are still increasing—that they are paid even 
on bastard sugar—and that there must be an error 
of half a pound of brown sugar in every pound of 
it refined. ? 

Of the $251,000 drawn from the Treasury last 
year, I consider $150,000 to have been unduly and 


unjustly drawn, I do not say illegally, because 








our miserable laws authorized it. I consider three. 
fifths of the whole to be a naked gratuity—a men 
bounty—a simple present from our Treasury; 
I make up that sum thus: The act of 1829 added 
one fifth to the drawback, which drawback Was 
sufficient before: ths would give an error of 
$50,000 in $250,000. The act of 1833 has Dearly 
reduced the duty on sugar one half, which shoul 
have reduced the drawback also near one half: this 
would take near $100,000 from the remainip 
200.000. This gives a total loss to the Treasury 
in 1839 of near $150,000; a sum great in itself 
but a mere trifle to what it is to be in 184] and 
1842, if the evil is not arrested. It is then that 
the duties go down to twenty per centum on 
the value, which will be little more than half 
a centa pound on brown sugar, while the draw. 
back is to remain at five cents a pound! This 
is a folly of which there is no example in the 
annals of legislation. It may safely be asserted 
that the legislative history of the world furnishes 
no instance of such careless and reckless and un. 
just legislation. But bad as it is—great as the loss 
to the Treasury already is—yet we ate only at the 
beginning of it. The great harvest for the refiners 
is still alead—it is in the years 184] and 184Q— 
when the compromise shall have reduced the su. 
gar duty to halfa cent, and left the drawback at 
five cents. Then the harvest takes place; and 
surely these two years will more than absorb the 
whole sugar revenue, and exhibit the spectacle of 
seventeen millions of people taxed in an ariicle of 
universal consumption, in order to make a gracious 
present—a gratuitous gift—of the whole amount of 
the tax to some thirty-odd sugar refiners! Two 
years of such work will be able to clear 
princely fortunes; and it is highly probable 
that the most reasonable of the refiners will 
be willing fur Congress to amend its law afier 
that time. The game will be in their own 
hands; and two years of such work as they 
can perform, ought to satisfy the most greedy and 
voracious. A bounty, and a monopoly, at once in 
their favor! Five cents drawback on refined su- 
gar; Jess than one cent duty on brown sugar; the 
treacle, syrup and sugar molasses all clear; a duty 
on foreign refined sugar, which excluds it from our 
market; the exclusive supply of the home market 
at their own price; drawbacks all payable in thirty 
days in solid money; hundreds of millions of pounds 
of brown sugar rapidly imported, converted by 
steam power into bastard or refined sugar, and ex- 
ported at five cents a pound out of the Treasury: 
such is the fruit of our legislation—such the pros- 
pect before us—such the prize for which the re- 
finers come here to contend—and such the mis- 
chiefs against which, solitary and alone, I raise my 
feeble and unavailing voice. 

Mr. B. said he could not take leave of this top‘c 
of sugars, without noticing a paper which had 
been communicated to the Senate, and printed by 
its order; it was a letter from several sugar refiners 
in the city of New York, addressed to a member of 
this body, [Mr. Wesster.] The letter selected an 
expression from a former speech of his—the cne he 
made, on asking leave to bring in this bill—and 
very clearly proved that expression to be erroneous. 
I then said the amount already paid to the sugar 
refiners for their drawback exceeded the whole 
amount of the sugar revenue, and that seventeen 
millions of people were now taxed on their sugar '0 
turn over the whole amouut of the proceeds of the 
tax to afew dezen sugar refiners. This was an 
error; but anerror in time only. Instead of now 
receiving the whole amount of the sugar revenue, 
which they do not, these refiners will se receive it 
about two years hence! It is an error of two years; 
an error which has no effect upon the character of 
the biil, or the necessity of passing it. The truth is, 
that the duty on sugar going down—the exportation 
of refined sugars enormously increasing—and the 
drawback remaining stationary, the result is clear 
that the drawback will exceed the revenue whea 
the duty reaches its minimum in 1842. This is 
clear; but whether the drawback should ever ex- 
ceed the duty, is perfectly immaterial to the ques 
tion of passing this bill. The amount of duty 
which they have paid in, is all that the refiners 
have a right to draw back, They have no right to 
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a cent beyond the amount they pay in. The whele 
point of my speech was to show that they received 
more than they paid; this they do not deny, and 
cannot deny. No man upon earth can deny it. 
Whether they now receive the whole amount of 
the sugar revenue, which they do not, or shall so 
receive it afier 1842, which they will, is perfectly 
immaterial to the point of the debate, or the cha- 
rcier of the bill, or the necessity of passing it. 
And here I will make the remark, that 
these refiners, by taking the trouble to show 
this error im my _ speech, and showing 
pone but this, admit the correctness of the 
remainder. They admit the enormous increase 
jn' the amount which they draw from the Trea- 
sary, and which has risen from $42,000 to $251,000 
in five years. They admit that they recerve more 
than they pay—that they draw back out of the 
Treasury more than they put into it—and this is 
the sole point in the case. It is the sole question 
upon which the passage of this bill should depend. 
Thos by attacking ‘an immaterial part o: my 

h, and leaving the material parts unanswered, 
they admit the truth of all that is material. And 
more: by attacking this statement, which I had my- 
self loag since corrected—by attacking this, and 
leaving unnoticed the letier of the deputy collector 
of Philadelphia, they admit all his most essential 
statements in relation to bastard sugars, crushed 
sugars, increasing drawbacks, excess of drawbacks 
over duties, and the false basis of two and a half, 
of even two and a quarter, pounds of brown sugar 
io make one pound of refined. All this they ad- 
mit by not denying it, whiledenying an immaterial 
slatement, erroneous only as to time. 

So much for the sugar drawbacks; now for the 
rumand molasses. On this head I will be brief, 
because the question is less complex, and also less 
jn amount than that of the sugar drawback, and 
derives its abuse from only one law. No act pre- 
vious to the compromise gave any undue advan- 
lage to the rum distiller; it is that act alone which, 
by reducing the duty on molasses, wi'hout reducing 
iton the rum distilled from it and exported; it is 
his act which does all the mischief in this case; and 
is effect will be seen in the rapid increase of the 
quantity of ram exported, and the amount of draw- 
back paid, since the act began to operate largely 
upon the reduction of duty. In the last four years 
these quantities and amounts stand thus: 


Years. Gallons exported. Drawback paid. 
1836 75,271 1,010 
1837 116,588 4,663 
1838 214,742 8,589 
1839 356,699 14,267 


Sach are the results in four years under the sti- 
mulating bounty of the compromise act. An in- 
crease of four fold in four years! An annual ave- 
rage increase of more than one hundred per cen- 
tum in four years of great embarrassment and 
much general decline in other business. Surely 
ihe rum distillers have not felt the distress of the 
limes; surely they ought not to join distress meet- 
ings, and sign panic petitions; nor cheer the ora- 
tions of alarm orators. An inerease of fourfold in 
four years is a fine improvement in any business, 
aidin the best of times; in the present time it is 
wonderful; but it is only a foretaste of what is to 
come. With the rum distillers, as with the sugar 
tefiners, the harvest is still ahead! The years 
1841 and 1842 are to be the glorious era of the 
tum business. Then the molasses duty will go 
down to less than one cent on the gallon; the draw- 
back will remain atfour cents; a gallon of one 
will make near a gallon of the other; and if the hard 
limes continus, and the banks choose to sink the 
price of corn and rye a little lower, then the whole 
drawback can be cleared by substituting whiskey 
formolasses in the rum distillery. This is what 
tan be done, and probably will be done; for the 
kmptation will be too great to be resisted. But, take 
either way, and the effect will be aboutthe same 
the Treasury. The reduction of the molasses 
daty in 1841 and 1842,to almost nothing, while 
the drawback on rum remains at four cents a 
gallon, must:t mulate the exporiation of rum, and 
increase the total drawback to an amcunt above 
he totai revenue derived from molasses. Then 
Vill be seen the same spectacle in the case of mo- 
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lasses, which will be seen in the case of sugar—a 
whule nation taxed for the benefit of a few indi- 
viduals! The molasses revenue will not be suf- 
ficient, after 1842, to pay the drawback founded 
upon it. Seventeen millions of people will then be 
taxed on their molasses for the benefit of some 
hundred rum distillers; and this the effect of a law 
which was not allowed to be amended when on 
its passage through this chamber; and which now, 
claiming a pre-eminence over all otherlaws, and 
setting up a title to sanctity, is called sacred and in- 
violable, and not to be touched by the hand of legis- 
lation ! 
Mr. B. proceeded to the third clause in the bill, 
that which related to the reduction of the fishing 
bounties and allowances; and said that he was 
here met by a preliminary question—by a question 
of, fact—whether the fishing bounties and allow- 
ances were founded upon the salt duties, and 
ought to rise and fail with the increase or reduction 
of that duty? I am met, said Mr. B. by this 
question; and having been met by it, I deemed it 
my duty to apply to the Senate for a committee to 
examine the laws and documents which apply to 
it, andto make arepoit upon the whole subject 
to the Senate. That committee has obeyed the or- 
der of the Senate: it has discharged i's duty. Ithas 
made a report going back to the year 1789, and trac- 
ing the question through all its changes and bearings 
from thatday tothis; and have demonstrated, as 
they believe, that the fishing bounties aid allow- 
ances rest upon the saltduty, and nothing bat the 
salt duty; that they are the commutation and equ'- 
valent for the drawback of the daty paid on the 
salt used in curing that part of the cod and mac- 
kerel fish which are exported to foreign countries; 
and, consequently, ought to be reduced in propor- 
tion to the reduction of the duties on salt. In sup- 
port of this opinion, the committee have collected 
a mass of laws and facts which I hold to be con- 
clusive and irresistible. Their report has been 
printed, and lies on the tab!es of members; and, un- 
til its doctrines are impugned or controverted, I 
deem it unnecessary, in this chamber, to repeat or 
enforce them. Referring Senators then to the legal 
and documentary histury of these bounties and al- 
lowances, as traced in that report from the year 
1789, and relying upon its evidence to carry con- 
viction to the minds of all who shall read it, I pass 
to some opinions on the subject which have fallen 
into my hands since it was written—which were 
written cotemporaneously with the report,and which 
are entitled to peculiar weight because they come 
from an imporiant city in the fishing district, and 
where the reduction of these bounties and allowances 
are made a subject of much contestation. I speak 
of the New Hampshire Gazette, and the editorial 
article which it contains under date of the 9:h inst. 
The paper itself is the oldest Democratic paper in 
the State; its editor, Mr, Greenleaf, isa gentleman 
of great candor and intelligence; and his opinions 
and conclusions, written simultanevusly with the 
committee’s report, and at the distance of five hun- 
dred miles from this city, are precisely the same 
which the committee have presented. After say- 
ing something in relation to the excitement endea- 
vored to be got up against Dr. Moriarty, the sur- 
veyor of the port at Gloucester, Mass for some 
communication in relatien to the fisheries, he says: 
“We know nothing of Dr. Moriarty’s opinions in relation to 
the repeal of the salt tax, and the system of bounties and al- 
lowances; but in our humble opinion all Democrats ought to 
be in favor of this repeal. Whatever other arguments may 
have been used in the original adoption of the bounty system— 
whatever may have been urged in its favor in regard to the 
usefulness of the fisheries, and their forming a nursery for sea- 
men—it 1s manifestly founded on the salt duty; and but for the 
consideration that the fisheries were the great source of reve- 
nue derived from the salt tax, the bounty system could never 
have been established. The very conditions annexed to this 
bouaty, establish this fact beyond dispute. * * * * * J 
the bounty rested on considerations in ependent of the salt 
duty, and these consic erations were the encouragement of the 
fisheries, on the principle that they form a nursery for seamen, 
to be transferred toour navy, why was itnot extended to mer- 
chantmen on foreign voyages? And why not to the hardy 
sailor on every branch of trade throughout our extensive sea- 
coast? Are not these, also, nurseries for seamen even more ex- 
tensive than those of our fisheries, which, in case of war, may 
be transferred toour navy? And why not pamper the farmer, 
also, with asystem of bounties, whorearsup in the field the 
most hardy and efficient race of men to fill the ranks of our 
armies? * ° * * * * We protest inst the injustice 
of bestowing bounties in the absence of any sort of tax 
to be pleaded as an offset; and we, in like manner, 
Protest against continuing a tax, not needed, on an 
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article indispensable to the whole community, for the special 
Purpose of perp-tuating a system of bounties to one 
which is contessedly, by the operation of the reduction of the ta 
riff, under the compromise act, very shortly to prove greater 
than the tam neelf. * * * © 82 operation of the 
compromise act, (of which Mr. Clay has claimed the paterni- 
ty.) the Treasury is now suffering under a system of bountieca, 

rawbacks, and protections, which, if not already the case, 
must shortly prove a drain upon the Treasury gieater than will 
be counterbalanced by the duties paid. No provision was 
made fora corresponding reduction in drawbacks, bounties, 
and allowances, in that act for the gradual reduction of the ta- 
riff. The Government, therefore, has been obliged te pay these 
in the same manner as when the highest rate of duties existed, 
while the tariff of duties has suffered an annua) reduction of ten 
per centum on all the excess above twenty per centum on the 
eee * But the time has come when this sub- 
ject should be probed to the bottom. The system of bounties 
should reat on its true foundation, to wit: the tax; and if it ean. 
not be abolished at a period when, by a reduction of the duties, 
the bounties bid fair to exceed the amount of the tax, we may 
indeed despair of the Republic, and give it up as a prey to 
a ravenous system of exclusive monopolies, bounties, and pro- 
tection.’’ 


Such are the sentiments (continued }Mr. B.) of 
an enlightend and patriotic edi'or, livingin a town 
which is itself a seat of the fisheries, and where 
twenty thousand dollars of annual bounty are paid. 
His sentiments are as just as they are disinterested, 
and will become the unanimous sentiment of the 
country. Truth is powerful, and will prevail. Ar- 
guments to the judgment, and to the moral sense, 
of an enlightene! community, never fail of their 
effect. They soon put to flight the arguments ad- 
dressed to ignorance, to cupidity, and to faction. 
And here I sha'l drop this branch of the argument, 
barely remarking that my colleague on the Select 
Committee on the Fisheries, [Mr. Anperson of 
Tennessee,] will reply to the arguments of the Se- 
nator from Massachusetts [Mr. Davis] contained 
in his minority report; and that, at a convenient 
season, I will also say something in reply to it. At 
this time, as that gentleman is not present, we will 
not say a word in relation to his report. 

i now proceed to show the injury to the Treasury 
already sustained from the failure of the laws to 
reduce the bounties and allowances to the fisheri:s 
in proportion to the reductions of the salt duty on 
which they are founded. These reductions of duty 
began in the year 1830, and were, for that year, a 
reduction of 5 cents on the bushel, or a reduction 
of cne-fourth; for the year 1831, the reduction was 
10 cents, or the one-half; since the compromise act 
of 1833, the reduction has undergone further pc- 
riodical reductions, and may now be at about 6 
cents to the bushsl, or the one-third of their origi- 
nal amount. It is clear that the bounties and al- 
lowances should have been reduced in the same 
proportion during all this time: instead of that, they 
have been paid in full; and this table of the amounts 
actually paid, and of the amounts which should have 
been paid, exhibi s the annual loss to the Treasury: 


Years. Amounts paid. Amounts which should 
have been. 
1830 $206,715 $151,425 
1831 213,894 101,947 
1832 234,137 117,068 
1833 258,466 129,233 
1834 229.070 114,535 
1835 233 321 116,165 
1836 219,822 104,961 
1837 257,541 118,720 
1838 319,149 106 574 


The aggregate loss to the Treasury from 1830 to 
1838—the last year to which the accounts have 
been made up—is about one million. This isa 
large sum’ for the Treasury to lose, by a single 
drain in nine years; but henceforth itis to be mach 
larger. The loss for the present year, and for 
1839—assuming that of 1838 as the basis of the cal- 
dulation—will be about $212,000 foreach year. But 
in 1841, and 1842, when tne duty has sunk to i's mini- 
mum under the compromise act, the whole amount of 
the salt revenue Will be unequal to the payment of 
these bounties and aliowances. They will not only 
absorb the whole revenue from that article, but 
will require above $100,000 to be taken from other 
branches of the revenue to make good the defi- 
ciency! The spectacle will then be exhibited of 
a population of seventeen millions of peeple taxed 
in an article of prime necessity, and universal 
consumption, not to support the Government, or to 
pay the debts of the Union, or for any purpose 
known to the Constitution, but for the benefit of a 
single class of persons already enjoyiag a ee 
of the American market for fish, and proved, by 
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their own retarns, to be doing a better business 
than any other branch of industry, and to be actn- 
alily improving, while so many other branches of 
business are declining. 

Mr. B. here referred to the Massacuusetts re- 
turn of her fisheries, to show that this branch of 
business was doing well, and that it was not de- 
pendent upon national bounties to keep it alive. 
He showed thatthe cod and whale fishery yielded 
upon an average one hundred per centumon the 
capital employed in it during the fishing season of 
four moaths, and that each hand, for that short 
time, divided from $300 to $500; and he argued 
that this was an infinite'y beuer reward for labor 
than agriculturists received in any part of the 
Union; and therefore, that it was unjusi to tax the 
community to give a bounty to them. He also 
showed, from the annually increas ng amount of 
the bounty paid, that it was an improving and 
thriving business. Upon these facts he argued 
against the gross injustice, as well as the utter un- 
constitutionality of doling out bounties from the 
Treasury to these fisherics under the pretence of 
refunding to them a salt duty, when all the 
other fisheries, and the beef and _ provision 
curers, and all the Union besides, paid this duty in 
full, and received no drawback. 


Mr. B. said the bill which he had brought in to 
reduce all the drawbacks—the refined sugar, the 
rum, and the fishing bounties and allowances—ia 
proportion to the reduction of the duties on which 
they depended, was a bill self-evidently just and 
proper, and ene which justice, law, and the Con- 
stitution, required to pass. The loss to the Trea- 
sury, from the three sources, must exceed $300,000 
this year. After 1842, this loss, if the present bill 
is not passed, must exceed a million of dollars per 
annum. In other words, the people of the United 
States are to be taxed in their sugar, salt, and mo- 
lasses, to the amount of $300,000 this year, and to 
the amount of a million in one or two years hence, 
for the mere benefit of a few dozen sugar refiners, 
a few hundred rum distillers, and a few thousand 
fishermen; each and ali of which are proved to be 
doing a profitable business, and a thriving business, 
while almost every other branch of industry is suf- 
fering under the pressure ard distress which the 
politica), the gambling, and the insolvent part of 
the banks, have broaght upon the country. 


Mr. B. concluded his remarks with repeating the 
sentiment of the Editor of the New Hampshire Ga- 
zette, and applying it to the refined sugar and ram 
drawback as well as to the fishing bounties and al- 
lowances, that the time had come when these sub- 
jects should be probed to the bottom—when eac 
should be reduced in proportion to the reduce 
duty on which it rested—and when, if this canno 
be done, we.may despair of the Republic, and give 
itup asaprey toaravenous system of exclusive 
bounties, monupolies, and protection. Mr. B. here 
offered an armendment proposing the total repeal of 
the salt duty, and supported it at lengih. His re- 
marks will be published as soon as they are wrilt- 
ten out. 


Mr. ANDERSON observed that he did not rise 
to make a speech, but simply to say that he 
concurred entirely ia the views presented’ by the 
distinguished Senator from Missouri. The amend- 
meat which jhat gentleman had offered to the bill 
now upon the table, opened a very wide field of dis- 
cussion: it opened the investigation of interests 
that were perhaps in some respects of sectional 
character, and in which the Senator from Massa- 
chusetts [Mr. Davis] now absent, took a deep in- 
terest. It would be remembered by the Senate, 
that the subject was presenied to its consideration by 
the reports of the majority and minority of the Select 
Committee recently appointed to consider it, and 
that the minority report was drawn up by the Sena- 
tor from Massachusetts who was now absent. 
He was, therefore, gratified that the Sena'or from 
Missouri propo ed to pass over it in order to wait 
the return of the Senator from Massachusetts, who, 
he presumed, intended to express his views cn the 
subject. It was but an act of courtesy to wait this 
gentleman’s retura before taking up the bill for 
consideration; and when that opportunity should be 
offered, he should’ take occasion, as a member of 


the committee, to express his views a!so in relation 
to the interests it involved. 

Mr. HUBBARD observed ihat the Senator from 
Tennessee [Mr. ANpeRson] had truly remarked that 
reports on this subject had been presented by the 
majority as well as the minority of the committee; 
but it must be remembered that the Committee on 
Finance ,in their report on the subject, had 
recommended that no action with regard 
to it should be had at the present session of 
Congress. He dic expect, however, that 
the Senators from Missouri and Massachasetts 
[Messrs. Benton and Davis} would express their 
views on it, and that then the subject would be 
permitted to rest. He calculated that these reports 
would go out silently to the community, and that, 
after their constituents had well considered the mat- 
ter, members would come here better pr: pared to 
act atthe next session. He was not before aware 
that the Senator from Missouri [Mr. Benton] in- 
tended to bring this question before the Senate at 
the present session fur the purpose of having it 
fully debated. Such now he understood was his 
intention; and he also understood that such was the 
intention of the Senator from Tennessee. It was 
proper, theref»re, that all the Senators should know 
it, in order that they might he prepared to 
meet the discussion. It was certainly not the in- 
tention of the Committee on Finance that this sub- 
ject should be again brought up at the present ses- 
sion. For his part, he preferred that the pecp!e of 
the country should have full information on it be- 
fore it was acted on, and that they should come 
prepared to discuss it at the next session, wih a 
full knowledge of their views. 

Mr. ANDERSON said he did not suppose that 
any thing he said would be misunderstood, or that 
his friend from New Hampshire had misunderstood 
him. It was the object of the Senator from Mis- 
souri, as well as his, that this bill shosld be taken 
up for discussion, and to express their views in re- 
lation to it. But as it was supposed that the Se- 
nator from Masseehusetts took a deep interest in it, 
as he had made a report wide'y different from the 
bill ‘they deemed it but courteous to wait his return. 

The Senate then adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Wepnespay, April 22, 1840. 

The SPEAKER announced that the first busi- 
ness in order, during the morning hour, was the 
resolution reported from the Committee on the 
Public Expenditures, by the gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts [Mr. Bricas,] proposing to abolish that 
committee on the ground thatthe duties of that 
committee had been transferred to other commit- 
tees. 

Mr. LEET of Pennsylvania, said, he desired 
briefly to enter his humble protest against the adop- 
tion of the resolution now under consideration. 
Whatever some honorable gentlemen might think, 
in regard to it, in his opinion it invielved topics 
and principles intimately connec'ed with the vast 
expenditures of this great nation, worthy of grave 
and serious reflection. He came, said Mr. L. 
inte this discussion; he veatured to take an humble 
part, in no spirit of complaint, and with no incli- 
nation whatever, so faras he knew himself, to 
find fault with, orto deal out censure upon, the 
honorab'e gentlemen who compose the committee, 
a majority of whom, as he undersicod, agreed to 
report this resolation to the House. Since the at- 
tention of the House had been invited to this subject 
by his honorable friend from Mass. [Mr. Brices,] 
chairman of the Commitee of Public Expenditures, 
a gentieman whom he was proud to call his per- 
sonal friend, he had been induced to look into it, 
not with a political view, but with an eye to the 
present and fature interests.of the country, and he 
had come to the conclusion that the committee in 
question should not be abolished, and that the po- 
sition assumed by the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts, [Mr. Cusnina,] and the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia, (Mr. Wase,} was sound and judicious. 
What, sir, said Mr. L. has it been left for the 
Hou-e of Representatives of the ye ple of these 
United States, in the year 12840, to abolish one of 
its most important investigating committees? Can 
we reconcile such a thing to a just sense of duty to 
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the argument, totrace minutely the history of this 


' ourselves and the peopie? Although he diq ea 
| deem it necessary, for the legitimate PUrposes of 


committee, from its original establishment to the 
present period, yet it may be well to Say that jy 
was created ia 1814, during the second term of 
President Madison’s administration. What WAs 
reason of the rule, under which it was raised? What 
soit of necessity induced the Congress of that day 
to constitute this committee? Sir, the condition af 
affairs of State at that deriod rendered this comm). 
tee proper. The receipts from revenue, taken io. 
gether with those derived from loans, amounted 
thirty or forty millions. It will be remembered 
the Government then had the heavy expenses of 
war to bear. The House of Representatives be. 
mg responsible, in a great degree, for all moneys 
that were appropriated, acted wisely and just, as | 
am willing to suppose the present House would 
was this anew question, in raising a Commitiee of 
Public Expenditures, whose duty, in the compre: 
hensive language of the rule, is “to examine into 
the state of the several public departments, and par. 
ticularly into Jaws making appropriations of mo. 
neys, and to report whether the moneys have beep 
disbursed conformably with such, laws; and also to 
report, from time to time, such provisions and ar. 
rangements as may be necessary to add to the eco. 
nomy of the Departments and the accountavility 
of their officers.” 

Do not equally cogent reasons for its existence 
obtain, now as did in 1814? True it is, that the na 
tional incomes have varied from year to year— 
sometimes greater, and sometimes less; but your 
receipts from the sales of lands and from customs 
have, within late years, swelled the sums in your 
Treasury to very large ainounts, 

Mr. L. said, he was willing to concede that the 
gentlemen who advoca'ed this resolution had plav- 
sibiiity on their side. It was argued, with a great 
degree of ingenui'y and speciousness, that the rule 
defining (he powers and duties of this committee 
had been in effect repealed, and that the duties had 
been transferred to, -and distributed among, six 
other committees on expenditures in the several 
departments of the Government, which were cre- 
ated and added to the list of standing committees 
on the 30th of March, 1816. This being the case, 
it is contended the Committee on Public Expendi- 
tures has nothing to do, and therefore is unneces 
sary, and ought to be abolished. And in this view 
of the matter, continued Mr. L. the honorable 
gentlemen are helped along by a note in the 
volume of Rules, the authority of which he 
by no means admitted. What right had the 
compiler of the rules of this House, which always 
adopts and enacts rules for its own government at 
the beginning of every Cogre:s, to pronounce sea- 
tence against the powers of the Committee on 
Public Expenditures? Give this note all the weight 
that can at all fairly attach to it, and it amounts to 
nothing more than the opinion of a gentleman 
who collected together the rules of the House. It 
cannot well be supposed, said Mr. L. that Con- 
grcss, in 1816, when the six committees on ac- 
counts and expenditures were raised, intended to 
do away with the Committee cn Public Expendi- 
tures. J, for one, will not attribute to them any 
such purpose. I can see no reason for doing so. 
If such was their meaning and design, why not 
say soin terms. There being no express repeal of 
the rule under which the Committee on Public Ex- 
penditures act, and from which are derived their 
great powers, I contend, said Mr. L. it isa fair 
and legitimate inference, that Congiess never in- 
tended to abrogate it. 

In the few addi'ional remarks which he designed 
making, he begged leave to advert to some of the 
argumen’s urged by the honorable gentleman from 
Vermont, [Mr. Hatt] The committee, of which 
the honorable gentleman is a member, at the pre 
sent session, has from time to time reported in for- 
mer years. The committee being, in successivé 
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Congresses, made up of different gentlemen, they 
took, it seems, different views of their powers and 
duties. Their several reports were rather in dero- 
gation of their powers. From th’s course of the 
committee, in times gone by, it is contended that 
has always heretofore been considered doubtfa! 
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= f& nether or not it had any thing to do. But, Mr. 
not [iB Speaker, said Mr. L. did those former committees 
* of ME ever make any investigations? Did they ever ex- 
this MB amine into any of the departments, or any of the 
the [ME various branches of the departments? They never 
at i, IE gid, so far as I am informed. , . 
of But, sir, as to these reports, touching their own 
§ the wers. What was done with them? What ac- 
Vhat Me tion was taken by the House? Were they consi- 
day I dered, debated, and adcpted? No. Of course, then, 
n of ME they cannot be regarded as authoritative. They 
mit. HE are good evidence, it is true, of the various opi- 
n to. HE pions of honorable and experienced gentlemen in 
d to I regard to the powers of this commiittee; but nothing 
ered HE mere. These opinions, thus expres-ed in the form 
of a ME of reperts, are cerlainly entitled to great considera- 
be. MM tion, and receive i!, too, at my hands. So far, 
neys fm however, as the action of this House is concerned, 
as | i [contend, said Mr. L. that it goes far to sustain 
uld, JM the position, that the rule raising the Committee on 
e of ME Pablic Expenditures still exists in full force. Mr. 
ipre- f L.continued and said, that there were not only 
into ME shades of difference, but really material and sub- 
par- jm stantial differences in the powers of this committee 
mo. fe and the six committees on expenditures in the De- 
been ments. The powers of this committee are 
soto Mm more extensive than those of either of 
dar. /@the six Department committees; and are 
eco. B coequal with those of all the six Department 
vility J committees combined. The language of the 71+t 
rile is,it shall be the duty of the Committee on Public 
tence JB Expendituresto examine into the “state” of the several 
ena i public departments. Now, sir, what does the word 
ar— ME “stale”? mean? It has various significations. It 
your / means, according to the most apporved lexico- 
toms J graphers, when connected with other words, wh ch 
your i indicate the sense in which itis used, a body polite. 
In the way in which it is used in this instance, it 
t the MP evidently means the affairs of the body politic; 
plau- # not some of the affairs, but any or all the affairs of 
great Mm 8 ale. 
e rule The committee (ssid Mr. L.) have a commis- 
nitlee # sion given to them by this House, acting under the 
is had # authority of the Constitution,in virtue of which, they 
, six can go into any Depaitment of this Government, 
sveral ™ aid examine every thing there in which the people 
» cre: are interesied. The Comm'ttee on Public Expendi- 
hittees HH tures have general powe's; the other six committees 
case, relating to the departments have, each, special 
nendi- powers. 
neces Bat granting, (said Mr. L.) that the aggregate 
view Mm powers of the six committees, are equal to those 
rable of the Committee on Public Expenditures; yet the 
1 the @ jarisdiction is concurrent. Concurrence of juris- 
h he @@ diction among several committees can form no 
1 the @ reason for abolishing any oneof them. That 
lways @ on Public Expenditures, | contend, has no r’ght to 
nt at look into and decide upon the jurisdiction of 
¢ sen-—% other and similar committees. For ins‘ance, it 
ee on @ cannot decide upon the powers of the Commit- 
eight ™ teeof Ways and Means. In this respect, these 
nis to committees differ from courts of Jaw. In some 
eman H ma'ters, several courts may have, or be supposed 
e. It@ tohave, jurisdiction; and if a suitor enter his plea 
Con- @ 10 the jurisdiction, it is incumbent on the court to 
m ac-# adjudicate on the plea. Ths would be all right. 
ded to@ Batno court “would institute an inquiry to see 1 
yendi- MH some other jadicial tribunal had not the same 


powers it had; and if sucha one was found, then 
decline taking cognizance of such suit or pica as 
might be preferred before i'. But, as I said be- 
fore, (remarked Mr. L.) if a p'ea to the jurisdic- 
ton is made, the court must decide; and if it 
finds that it has no jurisdiction, (not if it concludes 
thas concurrent jurisdiction,) then it; will re- 
fuse to eatertain the suit. It strikes me (said Mr. 
L.) that all that a committee of this House has 
do, is to exercise the powers conferred upon it 
by the rule creating it. 

Again, sir: a'l the rules, and this among the rest, 
have been adopted at each successive Congress. 
This present session, the 7Ist rule, the one now in 
question, was re-enacted. Certainly, therefore, it 
cannot be successfully argued that this rule is re- 





}, they pealed. To sustain such a position, would seem 
rs andi almost to deny our own senites. We have all, or 
| dere atleast most, of us, have witnessed the enactment 
of thei of this very same rule, which, according to the ef- 
at fect of the resolution, if adopted, must be consi- 
oubtfa! 
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dered as repeated. 
tutes, namely, that a subsequent. Jaw repeals a 
prior one, so far as it is incompatible therewith, 
does not apply in this case, because all the rues 
involved in this debate were solemnly enacted by 
the Hoase at the same time, and consequently all 
must have equal force an! equal validity. Now, 
sir, said Mr. L. there is another aspect in which 
this resolution is objectionable; he meant it was 
clearly ineapedient. In what I have to say upon 
the point of expediency, I will, said he, “keep the 
state of the question in my eye.” I do not want to 
mingle po'itical topics in the debate upon this re- 
solution, nor shall I wilfuily subject myself to be 
calledtoorder. He contended there were many 
and powerful considerations, some of which were 
applicable to the House itself, and o hers more 
especially applicable to the Opposition party, why 
this reso'ution ought net to pass. Have we not, 
said Mr. L. year afier year, heard long and loud 
complaints about the alleged was'eful and prodigal 
expenditure of the public moneys? Have not 
abuses, in every Department of the Government, 
been charge! and trumpeted through the party 
presses from one end of the nation to the other? 
These comp'aints were heard during the Adminis- 
tration of the honorable gen'leman from Massa- 
chuse'ts, [Mr. Apams.] We have heard them in 
still Jouder tones during the adminis'ration 
of General Jackson, and we hear them even now 
made against the administration of the preseat dis- 
tinguished and ab'e Chief Magistrate, Mr. Van 
Buren. All apprepriations, of whatever kind, 
must, according to the Constitution, receive the 


sanction of this House; not one dollar can be ap- || 
pied to any purpose, by any officer of Govern- | 


ment, exeept in pursuance of law, in the pas- 
sage of which this House must of necessity 
have a voice. Vest sums are annually received 
and disbursed by the different departments. Mil- 
lions flow into and out of your Treasury every 
year. The people look to the Legislative branch of 
the Government to extend their aid, at all events, 
in preveating abuses, and in correcting such as 
may creep into the manegement of the public 
treasure, in any of the various ramifications of the 
business of the Government. What. sir, shall we 
be told that there is nothing for the Commitee on 
Public Expenditures to do? The ready response 
is, there is the Treasury Department, through the 
various brenches and agencies of which pass mil- 
loons of dollars every year; there is your Navy 
Department, ard all the expenditures connected 
with it; there is your Post Office Department; 
and there is your Department of War, and 
its Jarge expenditures, and in close coxnection 
with this may be ranked our Indian affairs— 
the expenses of removing Indians, and of buy- 
ing out their rights to lands, &c. Will not all 
these vast and magnificent fields furnish sufficient 
ground for acommittee, however experienced, how- 
ever learned and laborious, to explore? Surely 
they wi!l; and, in¢eed, in my humble opinion, said 
Mr. L. instead of lessening, we should rather aug- 
ment, the number of commi'tees, and more equally 
distribute labor among the members of this House. 
In this view of the subject, I would mest re- 
spectfully and anxiously inquire, in the lan- 
guage of the resolution, why will you abolish 
one of the most imporiant committees, which 
has been raised for the purpose of having 
and exercising a supeivisory power over all 
the affairs of State, so far as expenditures are 
concerned? Why deprive ourselves, by a kind of 
suicidal act, of the main instrument which the 
Constitution of our country has placed in our 
hands for accomplishing these great purposes? 

I do not, said Mr. L. wish to be understcod as 
admitting that any abuses now really exist, which 
demand the attention of the committee. I know 
of none; and from my confidence in the President 
and heads of the Departments, cannot suppose any 
are allowed to exist. ‘The non-existence of abuses, 
however, forms no argument in favor of doing 
away with thecommitiee. Destroy your commit- 
tee, and you will at the same time lose every par- 
ticle of moral influence which the having a stand- 
ing tribunal, which can look into the various 
branches of Government, whenever it chooses, is 


The rule for construing s‘a- | 


| calculated to give the House. 
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Sir, L wou'd, said 
Mr. L. keep the committee; I would preserve this 
board of visiters, in order that every Administra- 
tion, in time to come, may at all times keep its 
“house in order,” not knowing “the day nor the 
hour when they may be called upon to give an ac- 
count of their stewardship.” . 

I confess, sir, when I saw the Committee on 
Public Expenditures composed of a majority of 
honorable gentlemen oppesed tothe President, I 
expected thatevery department where any abuses 
might be suspected to exist, would be probed to the 
core. I had aright to suppose this would be the 
case; and, in all candor, I declare that, in my opi- 
nion, none could doubt as to the talen‘s, experience, 
and peculiar capacity of the honorable gentlemen 
composing the committee, to pursue any inquiry 
they might deem it proper io undertake. But, sir, 
the committee have not made any investigation. 
Shall I say that ‘‘a chanve has come o’er the spirit 
of their dreams?” or, rather, may I not say that 
they have no grounds on which to found a reason- 
able belief that these crying abuses, about which 
we hear so much, (1 don’t mean in this House, but 
elsewhere, all over the country,) do exist? A great 
political contest is now going on; and those who 
war agains! the present worthy incumbert of the 
Presidential chair, will have to address the under- 
standings of the people, if they expect to make 
any thing out of alleged abuses in the public ex- 
penditures. The people are intelligent, and tefore 
they set their faces against the present Administra- 
tion, they must be convinced, If there be any 
abuses, how could they be better pointed out, how 
or by whom more satisfactorily shown to the Ame- 
rican peop'e, than by a committe of this House? 

Mr. Speaker, some shot time ago my dis in- 
guished colleague, [Mr. Bipptr,] in on? of his elo- 
guent speeches, alluded to that portion of the Pre- 
sident’s last message, wherein he says, “I have 
directed the est mates for 1840 to be subjected to 
the severest scru iny, and to be limited to the abso- 
lute requirements ct the public service. They will 
be found less than the expenditures of 1839 by over 
five millions of del ars.” My distinguished col- 
league allude! to this part of the message in his 
commen's upon the subject of the proposed appro- 
priation to the Cumberiand road, and argued with 
great ability that Congress onght nét to make any 
appropriations which were not embraced in the 
estima’es of the Departments; that the President held 
out the idea of economy and retrenchment in pub- 
lic expenditures, and friends of the Administration 
in the House advocated appropriations in addition 
to those included in the estimates. This course he 
cons dered wrong, and pronounced it deceptive. 
Now, sir, the Houce are not bound by the estimates 
of the heads of D-partments. I: has a constitu- 
tional right to orizinate all bills of appropriation, 
and may, at its pleasure,confine itself to the estimates, 
crgo beyondjhem. MightI nota,sa friend of the Ad- 
ministration, with equal propriety, say in reference 
to the Oppos tion, that this thing of keeping up the 
ery of abuses in the expenditures of the public 
treasure, and not investigating them, when they 
now have,and during the last Congress had,the power 
of doing it to their entire satisfaction, is “keeping 
the promise to the ear, and breaking it to the hope?” 
Is not this course well calculated to lead a confid- 
ing people into error In saying this, I beg leave 
to remark, that nothing disrespeciful to the honora- 
ble gentlemen on the committee is intended. Ido 
not complain that they shrink trom any necessary 
labor or daty. 

Bat, sir, in conclesion, allow me to say, thatI 
could not vote for abolishing this Committee on 
Public Expenditures. How would I jastify or ex- 
plain such a course to an honest and enlightened 
constituency. I take pleasure in saying, sir, here, 
in my place, that I have reason to frei proud of 
euch a constituency as I have the honor to represent. 
Would they be satisfied with my telling them there 
was no necessity for this Committee on Pablie Ex- 
penditures?) Wou!d they agree that the only com- 
mittee, which had a jurisd.ction commensurate with 
all the departments of Governmen'; which could 
march into any of the places where the ,ublic 
treasure was kept, and detect abuses, if any pre- 
vailed; would they, I say, agree to have that com- 
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mitiee abolished? I think not. But, Mr. Speaker, 
I have already pur-ued this subject further than was 
my purpose, when I commenced, and will detain 
the House no longer. I have dene. 

Mr. MORRIS of Pennsylvania obtained the 
floor, and said he believe the subject had been 
sufficiently debated, and moved the previous ques- 
tion. 

Mr. ADAMS hoped the gentleman would with- 
draw the motion, as he was desirous of saying a 
few words on the subject, 

Mr. MORRIS would consent, provided the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts would promise to re- 
new ths motion, 

Mr. ADAMS thought it probable that, after he 
should have made his remarks, some genilemap 
would wish to reply; he could not, therefore, make 
the promise required. 

Mr. MORRIS said that, as that was the case, he 
could not withdraw his motion. 

The question was then taken on ordering the 
previous question, and, there being no second, 

Mr. ADAMS spoke in reference to the impor- 
tance of continuing the commitiee in existence. It 
was his opinion that, if the Committee on Publ c Ex- 
peoditures had taken up the document which he held 
in his hand, (relating to receipts and expenditures, ) 
they might have saved millions of dollars. They 
might do so even now, late as it was in the session; 
and if they did their duty, the country would have 
reason to rejuice if the House should refuse to abo- 
lish the committee. Mr. A. concluded his remarks 
by incidentally alluding to the civil and diplomatic 
appropriation bi/l before the House. 

Mr. JONES of Virginia moved that the House 
proceed to the orders of the day; but pending that 
muvtion, 

The SPEAKER laid before the House further 
testimony in relation to the New Jersey contested 
election; wh'ch, 

On motionof Mr. SMITH of Connecticut, was 
referred to the Commitiee of Elections. 

Several Senate bills were taken from the Sprak- 
er’s table, and appropriately commicted. 

Senate bill granting pre-empticn rights to set- 
tlers on the public Jands, was taken up for commil- 
ment; when, 

Mr. WHITE of Kentucky moved that it be re- 
ferred to the Commitiee on the Public Lands, with 
the following instruction‘; which were read as fol- 
lows: 

“That said bill be referred to the Committee on 
the Public Lands, with instructions to report an 
amendment grajuatng the price of the public 
lands that have been cffered for sale at public 
auction; and further, to report an amendment, di- 
viding the nett procerds of the sale of the public 
lands with the twenty-six States of this Union, ac- 
cording to the Federal pro rata of representation, 
to be ascertained by the census of 184), to take 
effect after the first of January, 1841.” 

After a few remarks from Mr. WHITE in sup- 
port of his proposition; 

The CHAIR suggested that the proyosttion to 
commit was not at that time strictly in ord:r, as he 
was only permitted to take up the bill for reference 
by universal consent; and he suggested that the bill 
be laid aside for the present. The motion to com- 
mit was laid over. 

The House then resolved itself iato Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Uaion (Mr. Casey 
in the chair) and took up the civil and diplomatic 
appropriation bill. 

Mr. DAVIS of Kentucky, who was sti!l enti- 
tled to the floor, continued his remarks in relation 
to the causes of the iocrease in the experditures. 
The present Admiaistration came into power to 
lessen the expenses of Gove:nment, to have re- 
trenchment, and it was nO excuse or apoloxy for 
them why they have not made this retrenchment, 
to say that the Opposition voted for the increase in 
the expenditarcs Tne Opposiion were not pledged 
to retrenchment and reform. The Acmini-tratio. 
came into power under a promise that it 
would be done. They have had the power 
in one branch or the cther of Ccungress, and 
should have preventd the icc ease in expenditures, 
even if the Whig party did vote the increase. He 
believed no retrenchment would commence or 
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take place, except it came from the Executive— 
and that none could be carried through without 
his concurrence, inasmuca as none could be car- 
ried through with his opposition. He has the 
means aud power to carry out refurm. He then 
adverted to the public printing, which he said 
could be reduced. He was in favor of dispens- 
ing with the branch mints, on the ground that the 
mint at Philadelphia was adequate to all the wants 
of the Government. He spoke generally in favor 
of retrenchment. 

Mr. REED obtained the floor, and justified the 
Jatitade of debate on this bili, on the ground that 
a proposition heretofore made by him to commit 
the President’s message to the Committee of the 
Who'e for the purpose of debate had failed. 
There must be some fit occasion to discuss the po- 
licy of the Administration—to examine its abuses 
if they exist or seemed to exist. Mr. R. after 
adveriing to the increase of the expenditures, re- 
ferred to some items which he was in favor of re- 
ducing. He was aware that they were called for 
to fulfil the provisions ef existing laws; and if 
gentlemen were opposed to such laws, he knew of 
no other occasion that could be embraced to 
express his oppos tion to them. 

He had endeavored, in vain, for many years, to 
correct abuses; and particularly the salaries of 
marshais and attorneys of the United States, for 
which an item of $14,500 is inserted in this bill. 
He was undeistood to call upon the chairman of 
the Cummitiee of Ways and Means to explain in 
what amount to individuals this aggregate was 
distributed. 

Mr. JONES of Virginia replied that the salaries 
of these officers were fixed by various laws of Con- 
gress, long since passed, and that they varied, 
ranging fiom $200 to $690 each. 

Mr. REED was understoed to say that he had 
called upen the Department a year ago for infor- 
mation in relation to the salaries and fees of the 
marshals and attorneys, and that the report had 
been since made, by which it was seen that they 
receive an enormous amount. 

Mr. JONES rep ied that not one dollar of it was 
drawn from the pablic Treasury. The sum was 
made up from fees and costs. 

Mr. REED said that made it much werse, It 
was drawn from the people, who were least able 
to pay it. The Government being more wealthy, 
it would not operate so hard if it were drawn from 
that source. , 

Mr. JONES of Virginia hoped the gertleman 
would not attribute the amount of these fees as an 
act for which the Administration was responsible. 

Mr. REED complained of the large amount paid 
to these officers, and said it Was an avuse which it 
was the duty of the Administration to correct. 

Mr. JONES said if the gentleman would inrro- 
duce a bill to correct this which he conceives an 
abuse, or any other abnse, he would vote for it. 
The fees of these cilicers fuctua'e, and aie, at 
limes, very small in amount. 

Mr. REED, afier commentirg on this topic for 
some time, adverted to the ligh!-house system, and 
complained of a transfer made ty the President of 
the sum of tive thousand dojlars, appropriated to 
that object, to the construction of the public build- 
ings at Washington, when he was interrupted by 

Mr. JONES of Virginia, who wished to saya 
few word in explanation of that mater. It had 
been frequently stated in the Houseasa matter 
of great astonishment, that the President shou'd 
have transferred an appropriation intended for 
light-houses to the Treasury building. He would 
inform the gentleman that the President had done 
nothing but what he had been fu'ly authorized by 
law todo. During the last few years appropria- 
tions had been made by Congress for the erection 
of light-houses, but with this proviso, “ihat after 
an examination of the location, their erection 
shou'd be deemed necessary.”” Now the examina- 
tion in relation to the light-houses in question, had 
been made by commissioners, under the super.n‘en- 
dence of the Navy Depariment, and the commissicn- 
ers had reported that they were not sui‘able Iccations. 
This money, to the amount of thity or ferty 
thousand doliars, being unapplied, the President, 
under the authority given to him by law, trans- 


ferred the amount to the Treasury building. 

was ata time, too, when the whole amount of 
propriation for the building was exhaus'ed » 
when there was no roofon it. With a view, 
fore, to protect the building from injury, the Pres, 
dent had exercised the power given to him ang 
made the transfer. The gentieman must, 's 
reflection, be aware thatthe President had done ho 
more than his daty, in thus applying the Money for 
the purpose of protecting the buiiding from the 
weather. That was absolutely necessary; and hay. 
ing accomplished that, he had gone no farther 
The gentleman ought also to know, that if the mo, 
ney had not been applied to this object, it woi4 
within two years, have become a part of the sur. 
plus fund, and could not be again taken from the 
Treasury, without another appropriation. Mr, j 
then referred to the laws giving to the President 
the discretionaty power which he had exercised, 

Mr. REED continued his remarks, in the course 
of which he adverted to the remarks of the gentle. 
man from Pennsylvania (Mr. Keim] in relation io 
his views of the ballot system; when he wes inter. 
rapted by 

Mr. KEIM, who desired to be understood og 
this subject. He was desirous that the ballot for 
the p ople should prevail; but that, with reference 
to their Representatives, he advocated the viva voce 
system. He deemed it important that the people 
should know how their agents and Representa ives 
voted on all occasions. 

Mr. R. then resumed, and continued his remarks 
for a short time on that branch of the subject, and 
then adverted to the removal of the deposites from 
the Bank of the United Siates. He condemned 
such removal, and also the deposite of the revenues 
of the Goveroment with the State institutions. He 
commented on the character of some of those in. 
Stitutions in- his State, and censured them as unfit 
deposites. He referred to many other topics which 
had been touched upon since the bill was under 
consideration, and particularly the purposes and 
designs of the Hartford Convention. He was un- 
derstood to say that the gentlemen who compos 4 
that convention were great and good men. 

Mr. HOPKINS here obtained the floor, but, by 
request, yielded it to 

Mr. DUNCAN, who was understood to say that 
an inference might be drawn from some of the re- 
matks made on yesterday, that the friends of the 
Administration had been challenged to contradict 
the correctness of the statement which had been 
sent intu Virginia, in relation to the expenditures 
of the Government, signed by the Federal Vigilance 
Committee, and that they dared not take the re- 
sponsibility todoso. Now, to prevent such an in- 
ference, Mr. D. said he dared take the responsibi- 
lity to say that that statement was not correc’; and 
he would take occasion at another time to go into 
an investigation in detail, to prove it was deceplive 
in character. It was for base party purposes—it 
was merely the corner of the book—it was garbled 
from the documents in which an explanat on in de- 
tail was made of those expendi-ures, and which ex- 
planation should have gone wiih it, to make it in- 
telligible. The reason that he had not contradict-d 
it yesterday, was becaus? he could not obtain the 
flucr to do so. 

Mr, HOPKINS, after some preliminary remarks, 
alluded to the charges of extravagant expenditure 
made against the present and late Administrations, 
in the document seat recently into Virginia, with 
a view of influencing the election of that State. He 
said he should be able to show that, instead of the 
President being responsible for the ex'ravagance 
charged in the dccument, the blame rested on the 
Opposition themselves, and he would, by a reference 
to the journal, prove that mest of the la:ge ap- 
propria'ions which swelled the aggregate of ex- 
penditures, had been voted for by a majority of the 
Opposition. He appealed to gentlemen whe her, 
under this state of things, it was fair and just to 
hold the Presiteat respons ble, when the expendi- 
tures had been supported by a majerity of his poli- 
tical adver-ar.es on that floor. In the remarks he 


was about to make, he did not wish for the com- 
mittee to rely on his statements alone; bat he in- 
tended to prove them by a reference to the journal, 
and then, so faras the yeas and nays would show, 
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Mr. H. said he would refer to a single instance 
where an apprepriation to a great amount had been 
made, by an almost unanimons vote of both par- 
ties, but wh'ch was set down in the document as a 

+ of the extravagant expenditures of the Admi- 


nistration. He referred to the appropriation of ten 
millions made last year, to provide fer contingen- 
cies which might arise from the excitement then 
existing in relation to the Northern frontier. Now 
that appropriation was made by an almost unani- 
mous vote of both parties, there being only 6 
yotes in the negative; and yet, strange as it might 
appear, this large item was set down in the docu- 
ment, and formed a part of the charges made against 
the President. Was this fair? Was this justice? 
Was it right to hold the President responsible for 
an appropriation carried by an almost unanimous 
yote of the House? For his part, he must and 
would denounce it as unjust, as calculated to ce- 
ceive the people of the country, and to raise un- 
just prejudices against an individual, against whom 
not the slightest blame was to be attached. 

Having mentioned that instance, he would also 
refer to another, where similar injustice had been 
attemp'ed. It was in relation to the indemnities 
received from foreign nations. These indemnities, 
it was well known, were received by the Govern- 
ment, acting in the capacity of a trustee only, and 
the moneys were paid out again to the individual 
citizens to whom they belonged; and yet these were 
also charged against the Administration, and 
formed a part of the aggregate. 


Mr. H. proceeded to show that the millions re 
covered from France, Spain, Denmark, Naples, 
and other nations, and merely passing throngh the 
Government to merchants and others, for whom 
they were recovered, were all set down in the do- 
cument as an expenditure out of the Treasury of 
the money of this country, when in fact this was 
money paid by foreign countries out of their trea- 
sury to American ciizens. He appeated to the 
candor of gentlemen whether such a course was 
fair, to charge the Administration with the expen- 
ditures, when the Government was acting merely 
as the trustee of others. 


Mr. H. then aliuded to the several items set 
down in the dccument for harbors, the pension 
fund, the Camberland road, Indian expenditures, 
&. all of which he proved had been supported by 
the Opposition themselves. 


He also referred to the item for defraying the 
contingent expenses of the House, which, of late 
had increased to such a great amount, and which, 
likewise, was charged in the document against the 
President. He asked whether it was not mon- 
strous to attempt to blame that officer for such an 
item. How was it possible that gentleman could 
aitempt to hold the President of the United States 
responsible for an increase of the conlingent ex- 
penses of their own body? Had the President any 
thing in the world to do with it? And yet this hap- 
pened to be one of the appropriations charge in 
thatdocument against him. He would ask if 
there was a single gentleman on that floor, who 
would get up and attempt to argue that any one 
bat themselves was responsible for such an appro- 
priation? Certainly not. Then how great was the 
injustice of attempting to throw the responsibility 
on the President. For his part, he had no hesita- 
lion in admitting that the contingent expenses of 
the House were, in some respects, tuo great, and 
be would most willingly co-operate with others for 
the reduction; but still that did not alter the case 
in relation to the responsibility of the House i'self. 

He might go on and mention many other items 
of asimilar character, and before he concladed, 
he should have occasion to refer to official docu- 
ments, for the purpose of proving the facts: 

_Mr. H. after adverting at much length to the va- 
nous items of expenditure of past years, and show- 
ing that the items complained of had been sup- 
Ported by the Opposition themzelves, expressed his 
astonishment at the course-of the latter. He said 
if they would take the trouble to examine the va 
hous items of those extraordinary appropriations, 
and deduct them from the aggregate, they would 





CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


find that the amount of difference was very small 
indeed. 

Mr. H. then went on to say, that with a view 
of all these facts, and considering how the Opposi 
tion themselves had acted in supporting those 
appropriations, he could not say less than that, by 
the publication of the document in question, erying 
and barefaced injustice had been done to the Pre- 
sident by those who attempt to hold him responsi- 
ble for the whule expenditures. 

‘The remarks of Mr. H, will be give in full 
hereafter. 

Mr. ANDREWS obtained the floor, but, at his 
solicitation, yielded it, for the purpose of personal 
explanation, to 

Mr. CORWIN, who replied at great length to 
the remarks of the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr 
Hopkins,] and particularly such parts as related to 
the document, purporting to give a statement of 
the expenditures of the Government, wh’ch had 
been sent out by the Whig Central Intelligence 
Committee, of which Mr. C. was a member. That 
document, it seemed, had given rise to great specu- 
lation. Mr. C. said, in consequence of the terms 
in which that gentleman had characterized it, and 
as his name was signed to it, some explanat on was 
required from him. That gentleman, in character- 
iz'ng it, had used one or two adjectives too much. 
He understood the gent’eman to say that crying in- 
jastice had been done to the President by sending 
out tuat leaf of printed matter to which he had ad- 
verted. Mr. C. did not know whether he signed 
that dccument as an executor or a wilness; but, 
since the gentleman had connected his name with 
it, and had attached to the document so suspicious 
a character, and thought it had done such crying 
injustice, it became him to make some sort of apo- 
logy. Mr. C. after some preliminary remarks, said 
the statement was made up of the words and figures 
taken from the public records: that it was made in 
rep'y to a resolu'ion of the House, by the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury. It was a statement of facts 
and figures sent in by that Secretary. It was 
called fur for the purpose of disseminating the infor- 
mation it contained among the people. But the 
chief complaint seemed to be, that no explanation 
of the causes ef the increase had aceccmpanied the 
statement; He knew that it was very easy to 
show that the appropriations to light-houses 
had caused a part of this increase, and that 
a large portion had been sunk in the swamps 
of Florida. The whole crime seemed to be, that 
they did no! go into an investigation to show these 
facts to the people. He argued that if the Whigs 
did vote for the appropriation making the aggregate 
in the years of the past and present Administra- 
tions, included in this document, it would not add any 
thing to the stock of knowledge of the people to tell 
them so. All that he had to say was, that if the Whigs 
did vote fur them, turn them ont. Mr. C. was nn- 
derstood not to coincide with the views of the 
friends of the Administration, that the President 
was not responsible for the increase in the expen- 
ditures on the ground that he could not exercise 
any influence over the deliberations of Congress; 
and went into an argument to show that such influ- 
ence might be exercised. The friends ef the Ad- 
ministration could not, he said, rid themselves of 
the responsibility of the increase of the expenditures 
on the ground that the Whig party had voted for 
them. He did not believe that the Whig party 
had vote] more unif rmly for the Jarge appropria- 
tions which swelled the expenses of Government 
than the friends of the Administration. 

Mr. DUNCAN inquired of the gentleman from 
Ohio, (Mr. Corwin,] whe her the document sent 
vut to influence the Virginia election, contained 
the whole document reported from the Depart- 
ment? 

Mr. CORWIN replied, that if the gentleman 
alluded to the report of the Treasury Departmen’, 
that was en‘ire; but if he alluded the other part of 
the printed pages, it was not all there, but mere ex- 
tracts. God forbid that it should be all there Mr. 
C. said it was not fair for the gentleman from Virgi- 
n'a (Mr. Hopkins] tocharge them with doing injus- 
tice because they did not make an elaborate explana- 
tion of the items wh'ch made the aggregate of the 
expenditures in that statement. Mr, C. then spoke 
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at great length in reply to attacks on the principles 
of General Harrison; and part'culariy the excep- 
tions which had been taken to his refasal to reply 
to the interrogatcries which bad been put to him to 
draw out his opinions He did not consider it of 
so much importance that his opinions should be 
known on one or two isolated questions of the 
thousend subjects which occupied the public mind, 
Mr. C. spoke at some length on various other to- 
pics, and after concluding, 

Mr. McKAY obtained the floor; wren on his 
motion the committee rose. Then 

The House, at 8 o’clock, adjourned. 





IN SENATE, 
Tuorspay, April 23, 1840. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama presented the petition 
of the Florida, Georgia, and Alabama Railroad 
Company, praying a further extension of time on 
certain duty bonds; which was referred to the 
Committee on Finance. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky presented a petition 
from citizens of Pennsylvania, praying the passage 
of a general bankrupt law; which was laid on the 
table. 

Mr. PORTER presented the memorial of a num- 
ber of citizens of Detroit, praying the adoption of 
measures for the pre ervation of the records of the 
Board of Commissioners for the adjustment of land 
titles in Detroit; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Jaciciary. 

Mr. LINN, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, to which was referred the memo- 
riai of Miguel Eslava, made a favorable report 
thereon, which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. NORVELL, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, to which was referred the memorial of 
sundry inhabitants of St. Clair, in the State of 
Michigan, praying that a duty of five cents may 
be imposed upon every pound of fish imported 
from the Canadas into the United States, said that 
he had been instructed by the committee to ask to 
be discharged from the further cunsideration of the 
memorial, and to move its reference to the Com- 
mittee on Finance. The subject was one of im- 
portance; but he supposed that it could not be ma- 
turely or successfully acted upon uatil the tariff 
generally should be taken up. That willard must 
be done atthe next session. He presumed that no 
partial movement in re'ation to it could succeed, 
and that this memorial must take i's chance with 
the tariff. The motion was agreed to, and the me- 
morial, rroperly belonging to that committee, was 
referred to the Commitiee on Finance. 

Mr. SEVIER, fiom the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, to which had been referred the petition of 
J. L. Schoolcraft, made an adverse report thereon; 
which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, from the Committee on Na- 
val Affairs, to which had teen referred the petition 
of James Ware, made an adverse report thereon; 
which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WALL, from the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, to which was referred the bill for altering 
the time of holding the term of the courtsin the 
Western District of Pennsylvania, at Wiiliams- 
port, reported the same without amendment. 

On motion of Mr. W. the bill was then taken up, 
considered as in Committee of the Whole, and or- 
dered to be engrossed {or a third reading. 

The bil for the relief of Avery, Saltmarsh, and 
Company, was taken up,and afier a discussion, 
in which Messrs. SMITH of Indiana, CLAY of 
Ala. LUMPKIN, TAPPAN, KING, WHITE, 
and HUBBARD, participaied, 

Mr. TAPPAN moved to layit on the table; 
which was disagreed to—-ayes 16, nays 18, 

On motion of Mr. WHITE, it was recommitied 
to the Committee on Claims. 

The bill to amend the act entiled “An act to 
amend an act entitled ‘An act for laying off the 
towns of Fort Madison and Burlington, in the 
county of Des Moines, and the towns of Belleview, 
Dubaque, and Peru, in the county of Dubuque,Ter- 
ritory of Wiskonsin, and for other purposes,’ ” 
was taken up,on motion of Mr. YOUNG, and af- 
ter being discussed, was uniformly passed over for 
the present. : 

On motion of Mr. CLAY of Alabama, the bill 
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providing for the reduction and graduation of the 
price of the public Jands was taken up, when a 
highly animated and interesting discussion took 
place, wherein Messrs. CLAY of Alabama, CLAY 
of Kentacky, WALKER, MERRICK, BENTON, 
HUBBARD, WHITE, CRITTENDEN, PRES.- 
TON, SMITH of Indiana, CALHOUN, and others, 
participated. 

Mr. HUBBARD moved to strike out the third 
and fourth sections of the bill; the question having 
been taken, was decided in the affirmative, as ful- 
lows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Anderson, Brown, Buchanan, 
Calhoun, Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, Crittenden, 
Cuthbert, Dixos, Hubbard, Lumpkin, Merrick, 
Pierce, Prentiss, Preston, Roane, Ruggles, Stur- 
geon, Williams, and Wright—20. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Clay ef Alabama, Ful- 
ton, Grundy, Henderson, King, Linn, Mouton, 
Nicholas, Norvell, Porter, Robinson, Sevier, 
Smith of Indiana, Tappan, and Walker—16 

Mr. PRESTON moved to strike out the second 
séction, but, at the sugzestion of Mr. Cray, li- 
mited his motion to strike out that part only in the 
section wh'ch conferred the priv lege of purchasing 
at a less price to settlers on adjacent lands. 

Afier some furthe: debate on this motion, the 
question was taken by yeas and nays, and decided 
in the negative, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Brown, Calhoun, Clay of Ken- 
tucky, Clayton, Crittenden, Dixon, Merrick, Pren- 
tiss, Preston, Roane, Ruggles, and Williams—12. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Benton, Clay 
of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, Grundy, Hender- 
son, Hubbard, Kiog, Lion, Lumpkio, Mouton, 
Nicholas, Norvell, Pierce, Porter, Robinson, Se- 
vier, Smith of Indiana, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, 
White, Wright, and Young—26. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed by the 
following vote: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Benton, Clay 
of Alabama, Cu hbert, Fulton, Grundy, Header- 
son, Hubbard, King, Lina, Lumpkia, Moun, 
Nicholas, Norvell, Pierce, Porter, Robinson, Se- 
vier, Smith of Indiana, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, 
White, Wiliams, Wright, and Young—7. 

NAYS—Messrs. Brown, Calhoun, Clay of Ken- 
tucky, Clayton, Critteaden, Dixon, Merrick, Pren- 
liss, Preston, Roane, and Ruggles—11. 

And thea the Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuurspay, April 23, 1840. 

The CHAIR announced that the business first in 
order during the morning hour was the following 
resolution, reported, by the gentleman from Mas- 
sachu-etts, [Mr. Briacs,] from the Committee on 
Pablic Expenditures, viz: 

Resolved, That the duties originally ass'gned to 
the Committee on Public Expenditures, by tne rules 
of the House, having since been transferred to 
other commitiers, and the said Committee on Pub- 
lic Expenditures having no duties to perform, that 
the rule for its appoiniment be abolished. 

Mr. ADAMS, who was entitled to the floor, ar- 
gued generally to show why the Committee on Pub- 
lic Expenditures should be continued in existence. 
Hle said that there were, pethaps, not many mem- 
bers in the House who knew better than he did, 
that a strict examination of the accounts of the se- 
veral Departments was nota very agreeable thing. 
Mr. A. then adverted to the course of argument in- 
dalgetin by the gentleman from Pennsylvania, 
[Mr. Octe ] to which he was andersiood to take 
exception, and tocensure. He said that whea his 
colleague, {Mr. Lincoin,] who, during his neces- 
sary abseyce, permitted him [Mr. A.] to occupy the 
seat from whch he was now speaking, spoke in his 
place, and gave an account here of the manner in 
which he went to the President’s house, and ex. 
amined into.every chair, and table, and bd, and 
bedding, and washstand, and all the other foraiture 
of a bed chamber, the good feelings of his coi- 
league's nature could not restraic him from saying 
that it was a painful duty, and that he hoped he 
should never be called to perforin it again. 

Mr. A. had undergone the process of examina- 
tion more than cnce, and knew what it was; and 
hoped every member, without regard to party poli- 
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cy, would put the question to himself, whetber it 
would accord with his feelings to have his domestic 
sanctuary violated by the scrutinizing visit of a 
Stranger—his house? old, his castle—which is 0 ac- 
knowledged to be by the common law. The conse- 
quence (said Mr. A.) of the late examination of 
the President’s house has been exposed to this 
House and to the nation; and, so far as relates to 
that subject, he believed the examination made by 
his colleague, and to which he had referred, was 
made as chairman of the Committee on the Pub- 
lic Buildings. 

Mrs A. would recommend to the Speaker of the 
House, (who had appointed the committees at this 
time, and ali who might hereaft«r become Speakers 
of the House,) to appoint persons to perform ser- 
vices of that nature, men of deliea'e feelings, and 
who would discharge their duty in a manner simi- 
lar to that of his colleague. Mr. A. would say to 
the committees who might undertake to examine 
into the several Departments of tne Government: 
when you go to the head of any Depariment to ex- 
amine expenditures, go there with the feelings of 
men, and not as party politicians; go there, consi- 
dering what would be your feelings were you p'aced 
in that siuation. If you apprehend the affairs of 
any department are not properly conducted, go to 
the head of it, and ascer‘ain facts. If the commit- 
tees on the expenditures of the several departments 
should do their duty, they would be auxiliary te the 
general Committee on the Public Expenditures, and 
would enable them to make more satifaciory re- 
ports than have ever been made. Mr. A would 
specify an occurrence during one session, about 
the year 1820. When he was at the head of the 
Depariment of State, the Committee on the Ex- 
pend.tares of the-Department of Sta'e came to that 
Department, and he pointed outevery article of ex- 
penditure to them, anit laid the list befsre them, 
and they inquired into the cause of them. They 
also require of him.a written statement of the ex- 
penditures of the Department. Mr. Wood, the 
chairman, reporied te this House, and appended 
his (Mr. A’s) statement to the report, which was 
entirety satisfactory to all paris of the House. If 
such a thing was done at one session, why n t 
(-aid Mr. A.) do it at every ssssion? Why not? 
Why should it net be done? He believed it would 
save a great deal of expense; and stated this as 
his reason for the vote which he would giveagainst 
the resolution to abolish the Committee on Pablic 
Expenditures. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi said it was of 
the utmost moment that the various reports and 
bills waich bad been accumulating on the hands of 
the several committees should be reperied and 
acted on. The House had been detained for nearly 
a week with the question under discussion. For 
himsetf, he was ready to vote upon it, and he be- 
lieved the whole House was p:epared to vote upon 
it; and, therefore, he called for the previous ques- 
tion. 

Mr. CUSHING said that this question had been 
a subject of controversy, and so'emnly seitied at 
previous Congresses, and therefore called for the 
yeas and nays; which were accordingly ordered, 
and resulted—yeas 6, nays 148. 

So the resolution was rejected. 


On motion of Mr. JONES, the House then re- 
solved itself into Committee of the Who'e, (Mr. 
Casey in the chair,) and resumed the consideration 
of the civil and diplomat c appropriaticn bill. 

Mr. McKAY, who was entitled to the floor, 
made an ab'e vindication of the Administration 
from the charge of extravagance, which had been 
alleged by the Opposition in the House. He ad- 
veried to that part of the message of the President 
of the United States, which expressed a desire for 
an economical administration of the Government, 
and which said that if Congress did not exceed the 
estimates, that there would be a reduction of seve- 
ral millions of dollars this year in the expenditures. 
The chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means, said Mr. McK. had told the House that 
that committee had reduced the amount on some of 
the items in the estimates; he thought that the pro- 
bability was, that at the ead of the present session 
of Congress, the appropriations would not exceed 
the estimates—thal a retrenchment of some twelve 











millions would be effected at the end of the th, 
years of the present Administration. This 
thought at least a guarantee that the promise of 1. 
trenchment was not a hollow profession; but 

it would be actually effected to that large exten, 
Notwithstanding the expenditures were someth; 
more at the present time than at the last year of ih 
administration of Mr. Adams, it was no proof of 
extravagance. Extravagance did not consist in jh. 
amount expended, but in the manner of the ex 
diture—whether it was legitimate and advantage. 
cus to the great national interests which are 

liarly committed to the fostering care of the Genera 
Government. The expenditures in old and est. 
blished Governments ought not to increase with jt, 
growth in population and wealth; but the case of 
the Federal Government was a peculiar one. 4 
large portion of the country was comparatively 
new, and every thing had to be created; : and 
therefore the expenditures must, to a ceriain 
extent, keep pace with the development of the 
resources ot the nation, and the conseqnen 
wants of the Government, growing out of the rapid 
increase of the popula ion of the country, and jis 
extension over an immense territory. By the addi. 
tion of new States to the Federal Union, new wants 
necessarily arise, and some augmentation of the 
expenditures consequently grow out of it. Mr, 
McK. then exhibited statistics, shewing that the in. 
crease in the expenditures, in proportion to the de- 
velopment of the resources of the nation, new wants 
by the addition of States and increase of. popu'ation, 
had been less since General Jackson came into 
power, than prior to the end of Mr. Adams’s admi- 
nistration. He also adverted to statistics showing 
the progressive inciease in the expenses of the 
Siate Governments, particularly the States of New 
York, Pennsylvania, and Maryland, and that such 
increase had been rapid and regular from year to 
year, more so than that of the National Govern. 
ment, without even taking into the account the 
enormous d-bts incurred by the S ates for conduet- 
ing their works of internal improvement. The mere 
fact of the increase of the amount of expenditures, 
if laid out constitutionally and beneficially, was 
not proof of extravagance. To carry out the views 
above taken in rélation to the progressive increase 
which was inevitable and unavoidable, frem the 
extension of the Union, Mr. McK. adverted to the 
Post Office Department, and the great amount ne- 
cessary to carry on is operations. This Depar- 
ment derived nothing from the Government for its 
suppori; yet, since the administration of Mr. 
Adams, the $5,000,000 in round numbers necessary 
to carry on its operations, have to pass through the 
Treasury, and be appropriated in the bill be- 
fore the House, and thus to that amount ap 
parently contributed to swell the expenditures 
of the Government, without in fact constitating any 
partofit. Ifthe Whig argument was correct,that in- 
crease in the expenditures was proof cf extrava- 
gance, why there was great extravagance in this 
Department. The rates of postage remained the 
same as they were at the time of Mr. Adams, and 
yet its revenues have swelled to near $5,000,000. 
Bat during ‘he administration of that gentleman, 
the revenue of the Department was only $1,600,000. 
He asked if there was a gentleman belonging to 
the Opposition in the House, who had the boldness 
to rise in his place and assert that the disbursement 
of this large sum of money was proof of exirava- 
gance. Look at the great increase given to the 
mail facilities throughout the country—the great 
increase in the post offices from about seven thou- 
sand tothear fourieen thousard. And all this, too, 
effected without a single dollar of increase of 
taxes on the people. This shows the great develor- 
ment of the resources of the nation, and the waats 
consequent, and increased appropriat ons necessary 
to supply such wants. The gentiemen in the Op- 
position, in their desire to throw the respons: bility 
of the increase of expenditures upon the Executive 
Department of the Government, lose sight of the 
fact, that the President cannot originate money 
bills, or add any thing to the bardens of the appro- 
priations, or take them off. Congress alone has 
that power, and is, therefore, nsible to the 


people for the amount of money taken from their 
pockets. The President has no control over the 











End 


